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ABSTRACT

This study entitled “An analysis of project reports of Bachelor level students of Library
and Information Science (BLibSc): an appraisal with special reference to relevant of topic
selection” is carried out to analvrze with focus on examining the topics of the project
reports  deposited in the Dcpartment of Library Science, TU. Submission of project
report is compulsory for attainment of degree. It 1s not known how many project reports
are there in the department, what topics arc covered, what types of libraries are focused.
Similarly, seographical coverage of project reports, features of rcscarchers by gender,
ethnic groups and educational background, and guideship pattern arc among the problems
identified in this study. In order to identify the problemns, this study is conducted with
objectives to determine the total number of project reports, to examine the subjects
covered, to investigate the types of libraries focused, to examine the graduates by gender,
ethpic groups and educational background and observe the guideship patiern of project
reports. This study being the first of its kind on the analysis of project reports is believed
to assist the future researchers to select and focus the research topic. The study is
confined to the analysis of project works of the seven batches of Bachelor level graduates
of LIS that ran during 1995/6-2001/02. This is questionnaire/cpinionnaire based
descriptive study, therefore, exploratory and opinion poll survey methods are used for
data collection. The population sample consisted of 174 students admitted during
1995/96-2001/02. The study focuses on analyzing project reports of Bachelor level
students of the Library and Information Scicnce with reference to rclevant of topic
selection. The study included 88 project reports in the analysis. A total of 40
questionnaires, (response rate 87.5%) containing 21 closc-ended questions are prepared
and distributed. The instruments used in the study include logbook, questionnaire, emails,
and descriptive statistics (frequency counts and percentage). Based on the analysis of the
data, the major findings and conclusions drawn by the study include: 1. A total of 83
project reports arc found in the depariment, of which 61.4% reports are by male students
and 38.6% report by female students. The largest numbers of reports are from Brabmin

ethnic group (39.8%) and the lowest from Limbu (1.1%) and Rai (2.2%). 2. Academic
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library is dealt by a highest number of project reports (49}, followed by special hibrary
(13) and public library (7). The lcast number of project reports were on school (4) and
national library (1). The rest 14 reporis covered the subject on automation, information
networking/service/system, [SBN, LIS education, preservation and conservation, and
public information services. 3. A total of 76 project reportts covered geographic arca in
their study. 4. Male students are higher by 20% than female in total 174 admissions.
Among the ethnic groups namely, Brahmin, Chhetr1, Newar, Maﬂhesi, Rai, Limbu and
Tamang, Brahmin (66%) is the highest, whereas Limbu (0.57) and Tamang (0.57%) arc
the lowest in admission to the BLibSc course. 5. The educational ﬁackground of BLibS¢
graduates constituted of various disciplines ¢.g. B.A., B.Com. B.Sc., B.Ed. B.L. 6.
Nirmala Shrestha guided/supervised a highest number of project reports (21), and Uttam
R. Shakya and Beena Baidya supervised a lowest number of project report 1 {onc) by
cach. 7. BLibSc course is joined less by students of age group of 21-25, compared to
students of age range of 26-30 and 36-40. 9. Attaining BLibSc degree ensured the
employment opportunity. 8. Majority of topics were conccived (generated) by
respondents  themselves. Nine of respondents (25.7%) got ' the tfopics from the
guide/supervisor. Two respondents (5.7%) derived the topic from the course of study. 9.
The reasons for choosing their topics were intended for finding solution. 10. Nearly 50%
of respondents pursued for Masters Course in LIS which proves that further education 15
sought by BLibSc students for carcer/professional development. l 1. “Lack of ime”, "No
interest”, and “unattractive library job” are the reasons for not joining the Masters course
in LIS. Bascd on the conclusions, the recommendations made include the need of
identifying focused topic sclection, and conducting explorative type of research that can

answer on “what”, “how” and “why”. Supervisor should be approached from the very

beginning of the research.

Macha Bhai Shakya
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"Somewhere, something incredible is waiting to be known...."'
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PREFACE

This study titled “An analysis of project reports of Bachelor level students of Library &
information Science (BLibSc): an appraisal with special reference 10 relevance of topic
sclection” is conducted and submitted to the department of library and information
sciences, Tribhuvan University in partial fulillment of the requirement for the Masters

degree of Library and Information Science (MLIS).

Prior to undertake this work, I was thinking of selecting such a topic which has not been
touched upon earlier by others. In course of seeking a topic, an idca hit my mind on
browsing the project reports of BLibSe graduates. It proved a right target as it identificd
the problem which has not been known as to how many project reports are deposited in
the Department of 1.1S, the subject covered by them, the types of librarics focused. the
number of project reports by geographical coverage, the number of theses by gender,

ethnic group and educational background of rescarchers and guideship pattern of project

reports.

Writing a project report/thesis is mandatory subject in BLibSc course for attainment of
degree. Through this, students are expected to be able to write a lengthy project reports
with skills in research, compiling relevant material from a va:ieiy of sources, analysis,
findings and conclusions. In the project reports, it is examined their ability to understand

and identify the topic/problem related to library scrvice, their ability to present their

findings and draw conclusions based on their analyses.

In order to facilitate reading, this thesis is organized and presented in six chapters.

Chapter one includes introduction part that presents the background of study with
definition, need of{rescarch in LIS, ‘typcs of reseéxch methods, sclection of research
probler (topic), Rescarch design/research proposal, etc. The second chapter “Review of
Literature” is based on resources relevant to this study is collected from different source.
Chapter three presents the “Focus of Study™ which explains about the Department of 1.1S,

structure of BLibSc and MLISc courses including the objectives, origin of research

IX



concepts, research process and basic structure of theses. Chapter four presents the
methodology part that applied in this study which includes sample, data-gathering
proccdure, instruments and composition of questionnaire. Chapter five “Analysis and
Presentation”™ presents the results of the research with the survey and obscrvations done
during the study.Chapter six combines the summary, conclusions and recommendations

of the study that is obtained from the analysis part.
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Chapter |

L. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background:

The main responsibility of a university is to produce and disseminale new knowledge.
New knowledge is created through research. With view of producing new knowledge,
university curriculum includes a course of wniting a theses or dissertation as part of

requirement of completion of degree.

Writing a Project report or Bachelor’s Thesis (BT) is a requitement for completion of a
bachclotr’s degree course at the Tribhuvan University (TU). Writing the thesis is the
traditional way in which students demonstrate their ability to produce a lengthy academic
work combining skills in research, collecting relevant material from a vartety of sources.
analysis and writing. The purpose of the thesis should he clearly depicted in the
introduction, and the entire work should fulfill this purpose. With regard to the content of
the thesis, students should demonstrate their understanding of the topic, their ability to
present their findings in a clear and consistent manncr, and their ability to draw
appropriate conclusions based on their analyses. Students arc expected 10 express their
independent thought in the thesis. In the case of students of the Library and Information
Science, the thesis should also demonstrate the students' understanding and knowledge on

a variety of subject areas of library services.

1.1.1. Definitions:

Oxford Advanced lLearner's Dictionary (OA LD, 2000) defincs a Project work as "a

planned piece of work that is designed to find information about something. to produce
something new or 1o improve something”. It furthers gives meaning as a "piece of work

- involving careful study of a subject over a period of time, done by schoel or college

students”™.



Similarly OALID (2000) defines thesis as a fong piece of \mtmg, completed by a student

as part of university degree, based on their own rescarch”.

From the above definitions, a project work and thesis is understood as a planned piece of
work performed with intention of finding something new by school, college or university
student over a period of time. Basically a thesis statement consists of declaration of what
you believe and what you intend to prove. A good thesis statement makes the difference
between a thoughtful research project and a simple retelling of facts. A good thesis
should have attributes of contestability preposing an arguable point with which people
could reasonably disagree. Usually a strong thesis is provocative; it takes a stand and

Justifies the discussion on presentation.

The English term research is derived from the French word rechercher which means o

scek again. Similarly, the term rescarch is combination of words ‘Re + Scarch’, denoting -

to look again.

Wolff and Pant-(1999) states that a thesis is a statement of some proposition which -
appears to be a general truth or at least is true in some stated situation. A thesis report "1s
a paper which states and maintains by argument a position or a proposition and it
develops a series of logical arguments based upon facts which will support the thesis or
proposition. The statement which is to be proved is a thesis which has not been examined
before or at least in the context of its current mvestigation. On the basis of above

statement each thesis report is an original study. The arguments :used to support a thesis

are based upon facts. These facts are obtained through rescarch.

Kothari (1990) mentions that preparing a project work or a thesis involves a work of
doing research. Research is cdmmonl}-' known as an act of iindi;xg a new thing or a scarch
for knowledge. The curiosity of knowing new thing is natural instinct of human being
and is considered to be originated right from the development_ of human civilization.
Every human being possesses the vital instinet of inquisitivcnéss. Human beings face

many unknown things and make them wondered. Such phenomena make human heings



fnquisitive that make them 1o explore or investigate the siwation for full understanding of
the unknown. It is therefore, the Inquisitiveness of human being that probing of whatever
the unknown starts for obtaining the knowledge. Such cndeavour by man is termed as

research.

Tejomurthy (1998) states that research is a scientific underiaking which by means of
logical or systematized methods, aims to discover new facts, or veri{y old facts and 1o
anafysis their sequences, interrelationships, casual explapations and the natural laws
which govern them. Research is a careful, critical study or examination in seeking facts
or principles, intelligent and diligent investigation in order to ascertain somcthing. It
answers questions by the accumulation and assimilation of generalizations, correct or
verify knowledge. He further states that research is an intellectual act that starts with the
asking of a question and progress through the critical and analytical study of evidence

and arrives at new conclusion or new knowledge.

Research in librarianship briefly means the collection and analysis of original data on a
problem of librarianship done within the library schools according to scienmiific and
scholarly standards. Research in this connection broadly includes investigations. studics,
surveys, academic work at the doctoral, postdoctoral level and rescarch by practicing

librarians, information personnel and documentalists.

1.1.2. Need of research in LIS:

Library and information science (LIS) is interdisciplinary field that applies the practice,
perspective, and tools of management, information technology, education and other basic
activities that include the selection, collection, organization, preservation  and
dissemination of information resources. Traditional way of library services is gradually
being replaced by the modern technological devices. Due to this fact, rescarch is needed
o create new knowledge and contribute to the growth of LIS as a profession or
discipline. It is needed to improve problem solving and decision making in the
workplace, 10 make information professionals critical consumers of the rescarch

litcrature, and 1o better equip librarians to provide better information services to the
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patrons. Rcading and conducting research can contribute 10 carcer advancement for
lbrarians, especially those librarians who are involved in academic field. It is also needed

to improve ability to think critically and analytically and enhance the status of library.

According o Tejomurthy (1998), the need for research in librarianship originates mainly
from three reasons:

1. Educational function — advanced studies in librarianship

2. Critical function ~ critical approach to librarianship

3. Symbolic function — result of growing professionalism in library profession

i.1.3. Types of research methods:

Library and information science (LIS) is the study of the theory, organization and
dissemination of information within a library. The field of LIS is constantly evolving 1o
include several aspects of information technology, cducation and information
management. As this cvolution continues, library science must use certain research
methods to cvaluate and determine which types of information are most valuable.
Quantitative and qualitative research methodologies are the common research methods
that are applied which can benefit in the study of library science.

Tejomurthy (1998) describes the following types of rescarch are applicable in library and
information field, namely:

1. Applied Research that includes staﬁstical investigation, survey research and
experimental rescarch. Operations research techniques have been adapted 1o
quantitatively analyze library problems and as a ba$is for decision-making.
All these research efforts which aim at solving the immediate problems could
be termed as applicd rescarch. Applied rescarch is empirical and practical that
can be helpful for improving tools and techniques.

i, Pure or Basic Research. This type of research method aims at primarily
obtaining theoretical knowledge and the logical process mvolved in the
phenomena. 1t is aimed at finding some theoretical conclusions and direcied

toward the fuller understanding of the subject.



it Bibliographical Research. This type of research is concerned with identifying
previous work related to the problem at hand and then submitting it to some
form of analysis in order to arrive at a clear understanding. The main aim of
this sort of research is o find out what is alrcady known about the topic -
often in order to establish a base upon which to build a study that investigates
the unknown.

v, Team Research. The complexity, diversity and interdisciplinary nature of
present day knowledge demands cooperative research by scholars and
scientists from various disciplines. Such a team approach 6111)-‘ can solve
multiple problems. Team research represents organization for the purpose of

reducing the uncertainty of outcome and minimizing the possibility of failure.

[.1.4. Selection of research problem (topic):

Selecting a research problems is influenced by certain factors namely, relevance of the
topic (problem), supervision by the tutor, interest, competence and scale. When sclecting
a topic, it should be thought that the problem identified has “relevance™ to the study or
not. “Supér\_rision” 1s related with seeking support from the tutor as to whether he/she has
interest/willingness in the topic selected. Interest is concerned with desire of researcher 1o
learn more on the topic selected. “Competence™ has relation with ability 1o use the
methods of data gathering and data analysis and “Seale” is related with the feasibility of

completing the time and resource available for study.

Rajyalakshmi (2002) urges that any research problem undertaken must be carefully
selecied. The task is not very easy as it appears. Always a help may be taken from a
research guide in the connection. A researcher’s mind shoutd spring a problem and a
scholar should he lefi.for thinking and armiving by himself at de_ﬁning his own rescarch
problem. A rescarch guide can at the most help to ascertain and come to conceptualize
the problem for a research scholar.

Selection of the research problem (topic) is the most crucial task in research process. It is
advisable that a research scholar is asked to frame a research problem based in his pursuit

of the previous rescarch carried out in the subject and his interest and abilitics and

—
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constraints. The 'seribe {usther suggests that there are certain points that should be bome
in the mind while selecting a rescarch problem, viz,

1. Subject, which ts overdone, should not be chosen, as it becomes difficult to throw

new light on the work.

2. Beginners should not take up controversial subject for the research.

\ad

Too narrow or 0o vague problems should be avoided.

4. Subject sclected for research should be familiar and feasible so that the related
rescarch materials or sources of research are within the reach.

5. The importance of the subject (study), the qualification, and the traimng of a
rescarch, the costs involved, and the time factor are somé important criteria that
must be considered in the selection of a problem. .

6. The sclection of a problem must be preceded by a preliminary study. When the

ficld of inquiry is reliably new and does not have availability of well-defined

techniques, a brief feasibility study must always be undertaken.

The author further states that in a rescarch process the first and the foremost step 15
selecting and properly defining a research problem. A researcher should find the problem
and formulate it so that it becomes susceptible to research. The problem identified must
be defined unambiguously as this helps to differentiate rclevant:data from the irrelevant
data. Defining the research problem is a prerequisite for any st:udy, and more essential
than the solution. The research design can only be worked oﬁt when one defines the
problem clearly and understands the conceptual and seminal lével of the subject to be

studied. It is the most crucial part in the whole process of research and should never be

done in a hurry.

1.1.5. Research design/research propesal or preparation of synopsis of the research
work:

Research design is setting a plan and guidance to procced the research work. The proper

steps to be followed in research design are meant to find answers to research question to

arrive at conclusion of the s_tudy.



Rajyalakshmi (2002) states that research design is a strategy decided by a researcher for
his own gutdance for determining answers to research questions. In addition. it specifies

evidence to be gathered by the rescarcher to arrive at scientific conciusions.

Quoting Ghosh, the author mentions that a rescarch design 1s “a plan of the research
work™. It provides guidclines to help the researcher to keep. along right direction.
Similarly, quoting the definition of Kerlinger, she staies that research design ts defined as
“the plan, structure, and strategy of investigalion conceived as to obtain answers to
research questions and to control variance. The plan is overall scheme or programme of
research. It is an outline of research what investigator will do from writing hypotheses
and their operational implications to final analysis of data. The structure is the outline, the
scheme, and the paradigm of the operation of the variables. When we draw a diagram that
outlines the variable and their relation at juxtaposition, we build structural scheme -

Strategy that includes the methods to be used to gather, analyze the data.

Preparing a research synopsis (outline) forms a significant part of research process.
Because it describes an anticipated project, giving essential featurcs of a research study to
be considered so that the study is logically and successfully éomplett_:d_ The research
proposal or the synopsis of the research project dcpcnds upon the purpose of the work,
and the institution to which it is being submitted. Generally all higher research institutes
and universities where the research activity is a continuous proécss they have a definite
proforma for writing the proposals or synopsis of the work. Basically a good synopsis

consists of the following major components:

1. Title page
il Abstract
1. Table of contents
1. Introduction " ' )

e Statement of the research problem
e Objective of the study
* Spectfic questions to be answered

» Significance of the problem



« Limitations of the study
* Assumption/Hypotheses
«  Concepts and definitions of technical terms

2. Review of related literature or Analysis of previous rescarch

ld

Focus of study

Research methodology/Design of the study
Treatment/Analysis of the data
Anticipated results

References/Bibliography

o o R

Appendices.

1.1.6. History of research in Library and Information Science:

‘The existence of hibrary is as old as human civilization. The beginning of well organized
library system started when Melwitle Dewey, a ptoneer in library education. invented the
Dewey decimal classification system. His work created a revolution in library science
and opened a new era of librarianship. Melvil Dewey well deserves the title of “Father of
Modern Librarianship” in this respect. The beginning of resecarch in library and
information science is linked to establishment of New York State Library in 1891 at
Albany, USA which offered the degree of Doctor of Library Science. It was started with
the idea that the degree should be awarded in honour (Honoris Causa) for remarkable
professional achievement rather than for rescarch. However, it was said that no such
record was found of the degree that was ever given. The establishment of the graduate
library school at the Uuniversity of Chicago in 1926 however, included immediate

provision for awarding the degree of Doctor of Philosophy.

The first school of librarianship was cstablished in 1919 at the University College,
London. Mr. Elcanor S Upton was the first recipient of doctorate 1n library science from
the United Kingdoem for his thesis, “a guide to source of seventeenth reporis of the Royal
Commission on Historical Manuscripis™ in 1930. However, it was only after 1960 that

PhD facilities became available in UK. The information science at the University of



Sheffield in 1963 15 considered as the first milestone in formal doctoral research activity

in United Kingdom.

In India, the first two library training classes were started in Baroda in 1911 and at Panjab
University (Lahore) in 1915, However, a systematic training program was found to be
started 1n India at Madras University in 1931 only, which was under the lcadership of Dr.
S R Ranganathan. This course was upgraded as a full one year poststaduate diploma
course in 1937. The first Masters programme in library scicﬁce was started by the
University of Delht in 1948. University of Delhi has also credit of starting doctoral
studies 1n library science in India, the credit for which also goes to Dr. S. R.
Ranganathan. il was only in 1957 that the first Ph.D). was awarded to D.B. Krishnarao for

his work, "Facet analysis and depth classification of agriculture” in India.

In Nepal, the establishment of library and information studies is not as old as it is in
neighboring country, India. Although basic level library science training course was
started in 1972, however, 1t was only i 1995/96 that a systematic academic library and
information sciencc course leading to Bachelor level academic was staried through the
establishment of Department of Library Science in Tribhuvan University. The one-year
Bachelor's degree course continued for seven batches. The course consisted of five

compulsory subjects including project report.

The submission of project work is one of the requirements for the award of the Degree of
Bachelor's in Library and Information Studies in the Tribhuvan University. The inclusion
of project report carrying 25 (401.) marks is meant to impart a skill to the BlibSc students
and gain insights on writing the reports. Usually an approved topic on any aspect of
library operations, information and service has to be prepared and reported upon by the
BLibSc students. The project report will be a survey, observation and case study of
different librarv operations in the different types of libraries or trend report or state-o f—aﬁ

studies.

With rcalization of need of higher level professional manpower, the department initiated

Master's level course in Library and Information Science (LIS) 1n 2002. However, the
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course progranm to iutiate for doclorate is yet far away compared Iu the evolution phases
undergone by neighboring as well as other countries. Although it was not documented in
literature, however it is noted that in Nepal, two professionals have been awarded with
Ph.D. degrees namely, Mr. Madhusudan Karki and Mr. Mohan Raj Pradhan, whe both

are associated with Department of Library and Information Science (LIS). TU.

1.2, Statement of the problems:

The Department of Library and Information Science at TU has conducted seven batches
of one-year postgraduate course. According to the course contents, a project report on an
assigned topic is requircd to submit by graduating students in order to attain the degree.
As there have not been carlier studies in investigating the nature and charactenistics of the
project reports deposited tn the LIS Department. Hence, this study 15 carried out to

identfy the following problems:

1. Itis not known how many project reports have been submitted.

2. What topics are covered by the project reports? -

3. What types of libraries are focused in the project reports?

4 How many project reports are written by covering geographical area?

5. It is not known about the number of BLibSc students by gender, ethnic group and

thetr educational background-prior to joining the coursc.

6. It is also not known as to how many project reports are supervised or evaluated by
cach guide.

7. Ttis not known what topics are suitable for research which can address the

practical problem that library professionals face.

1.3. Objectives:

The objectives of the study is to review and analyze the BLibSc project reports submitted
o the Department of Library and Information Science which conducted the course from

1995/96 — 2001/02. The study aims to determine the following specific objectives:
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1. To determine total number of project reports submitted to the department of
library and information science.

2. To examinc the subject coverage of project reports.

)

To investigate the type of library focused in the project report.

4. To find out the geographical coverage of subject areas in the study.

Lh

To explore the BLibSc students by their gender, ethnic: group and cducational

background.

o

To explore the guideship pattern of project reports being supervised

7. To recommend the Department of LIS for appropriate topic sclection for future

researches.

1.4. Scope and Limitations of the Study:

The present study is confined to the review and analysis of project works of the seven
~ batches of Bachelor level graduates of LIS only that were submiftcd to the Department of
Library and Information science. lts aims arc limited to cxplofing the total number of
project reports by topic selection, their subject coveragé, the type of {ibrary focused in the
report, number of rescarchers by gender and cthnic group, geographical location of study
inctuded in the report and prepare list of project reports supervised by the guides. This
study includes the seven batches of BLibSc students and their project reports, which are

available in the department of LIS. The data for this study were collected during 2007-08.

1.5. Significance of the study:

This study being the first of its kind on the analysis of project reports of Bachelor of
Library= and Information Science (BLibSc) in the TU, its findings reveal the rescarch
trends of BLibSc students in Department of LIS. This is e*pccted 10 help both the
Department of LIS and prospective students to focus their research topics on areas that
are least or not concentrated upon by previous project reports or theses. Simularly, the

study serves as a database and prototype (model) of theses for the department, which
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could be updated periodically. Besides these. this study provides information about the
trend of atlraction towards library profession by gender and ethnic group of researchers.

This also elicits information as to the number of project reports supervised by cach guide.

1.6. Definition of the terms/glossary:

Harrod's Librarian’s glossary (1993) defines:

Analysis: The separation of problems and situations into common clements and basic
principles; a detailed examination of the essential compounds then yields a framework for

the implementation of management ideas on efficiency and productivity. (p22)

Appraisal:
[. An estimate of the value of a book as a contribuiton {0 a subject.
2. The process of analyzing and selecting rccords in order to determine which are

suitable for retention as archives. No records should be accepted by an archives

service except as a result of appraisal.
3. An cstimation of value or quality, cspecially as assignment of the quality of work

performed by an employee, linked to future tasks planning and the overall of an

organization’s performance. (p26)

Thesis: A report or treatise prepared as a part of an academic coursc for a higher degree

or diploma. {(p207)

Dissertation: A thesis or ireatise prepared as condition for the award of a degrec or

diploma. (p207)

Report: A publication giving a formal or official record, as of the activities of a
committee or corporate body, or of some special investigation, or the proccedings of a

governmental body. (p547)
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Librarianship: The profession of the librarian. (p378)

Library and information service: The study and practice of professional methods in the
use an
benefit of users. An umbrella term, abbreviated LIS, and use to cover such as

librarianship, information service, information work, etc. (p36\78)

1.7. Organization of the study:

The theses have been organized in proper sequence of the topics and subtopics. To assist
the readers to understand, the terminology and definitions of the terms arc also presented

to help the readers.

This study has been organized and presented according to the format prescribed by the
Central Department of Library and Information Science (L1S), TU. Based on the format,

the thesis is divided into six chapters.

The first chapter is presented to introduce the study in respect of background of the study,
statement of problem, objective of the study, scope and limitation of the study,

significance of the study, definition of the terms and this heading itself i.e. organization

of the study.

The second chapter reviews the related literature on the topic and dealt under heading

“Review of literature™.

The third chapter is mainly concerned with understanding of the subject matter where the

study is specifically “Focus of Study™.

Research methodology, research design, population, sampling procedure, data collecuion

procedurc and data analysis procedure are included in the fourth chapter.



The fifth chapter presents the analysis and presentation of collected data and 15 put under

the heading “analysis and prescntation” where the findings are prescnted in different

tvpes of diagrams and tables.

The final chapter is meant to present the finding of the study which also includes the

“summary of the finding”, conclusions and recommendations.

With the guidelines recommended by the department, | intend to deal with my study topic

on "An Analysis of Project Reports of Bachelor Level Students of lLibrary and

Information Scicnce (BLibSc): an Appraisal with Spccial Reference to Relevance of

Topic Selection™
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Chapter 11

2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Stadies conducted with aim to anatyze research reports/theses/dissertations submitted to
the respective facultics are common practices in universities throughout the world. Such
studies arc conducted with focus on exploring/investigating the number of theses
submitted during particular time, the relevancy of topics covered in the rescarch, research
methodology used, appropriatencss of findings and recommendation offered [or future
improvement in the related ficld. Although such studics of undergraduate and graduate
level arc rarely documenicd, however, postgraduate and PhD level research reporls are

widely found in literature including the stream of Library and Information studies.

Aliyu (2009) analyzed 39 MLS dissertations submitted to the School of Postgraduate
Studics, University of Maiduguri between 1996 and 2008 conducted with the ohjectives
of determining i. the total number of dissertations by academic year, ii. The subject arcas
covered iil. The type of library focused, iv. .The geographical areas coverced and, v. the
gender of the researchers. The data for the study werc gathered from the MI.S
dissertations accepted by the Postgraduate Studies and deposited in the Ramat Library
and Department of Library Science. The data gathered were analyzed using descriptive
- statistics of frequency counts and percentage. The study found the subjects covered were
t. Information Science (7, 17.9%), i1. Library Personncl Management (5, 12.8%). iii.
Library Resources (5, 12.8%)), iv. Serial Librarianship (4, 10.2%), v. Library Resources
Conservation/Preservation (3, 7.7%), vi. Library Services (3, 7.7%), vii. Library
Administration (2, 5.1%), viii. Library Automation (2, 5.1%), ix. Collection Development
(2, 5.1%), x. History of Libraries (1, 2.6%), xi. Library Association (i, 2.6%), xii. Library
Profession, xiil. Library Services to ChildrcrlfAd()les:bcnls, xiv. Library Standards. xv.
Publishing and Book Trade. By type of library covered by the dissertations, study found a
total of 42 scores. Qut of 42, academic library recorded the highest scores of 24
rcpresenting 57.1%, Public Library recorded 7 scores representing 16.7%, fouc

dissertations representing 95% did not focus on any type of library. School and Speciat
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Librartes recorded 3 scores each. representing 7.1% while Private Collection Library
recorded one score representing 2.4%. The production of dissertation by academic year,
the 2006 academic year recorded the highest productivity of dissertation with mce

representing 23%. Similarly, dissertation by geopr

= 2 S =ioobligoiiial iy J  avv

ranked first with 21 scores representing 46.7%. The gender of the students who presented
the disscrtations revealed that majority 23 (59%) were male while 16 (41%) were female

respectively.

Mestri (2008) carried out a study to respond to the queries of the scholars of library and
information science on how to select the research topic for doctoral degree. In his study,
he analyzed 219 dissertations submitted during 2001-2007. Doctoral theses submitted to
various universitics were analyzed by time and their quantity, geographical arca covered,
state wise universities and awardees, subject coverage of theses .and language of theses.
According to him, during 2001-2007, 219 candidates completed doctorate from 45 LIS
university departments. Study found that six universitics pmdﬁced majority of theses
totaling 75, of which Karnateka University produced the hjghcs.t number (16), whereas
nine other universities had least number of theses, cach producing one submitted during
these scven years. By geographical area coverage, Andhra Pradesh ranked top pfoducing
13 theses, followed by Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh each produced (12), and Gujarat
(10). In contrary, each seven geographical areas had one dissertation produced that
included Andman and Nicobar, Kerala, .Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram. Sikkim, and
Uttaranchal. By state wise universities and awardees, Karnataka statc having five
universities had 37 awardees, followed by Andhra Pradesh with 3 universities awarded
the doctorate degrees to 27 candidates and Maharashtra having six universities awarded
to 23. Conversely, Assam, Bihar, Chandigark, Delhi, Haryana, Jammu & Kashmir,
Kerala, and Mcghalaya having one university with LIS course awarded to 4, 1,9, 2, 5. 3.

2,& 9 candidates respectively.

Analyzing the subject wise doctorate theses, the study found that 117 theses dealt with
academic libraries that included five groups namely, school libraries 2. college librarics

21, research institute libraries 11, university libraries 52 and these dealing with two or
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more categories of academic libraries 1), Bibliometrics was the subject of 13 theses,
cataloguing topic was covered by three theses, classification was covered by one theses.
Stmilarly, 7 theses dealt with information technology, five theses were found under
information science and three on information retrieval. Information svstems were the
subject of 6 theses, of whick two dealt with forcign countrics, Bangfadesh and ran.
Among the subjects covered, application of information technology and related activities
accounted for 42 theses, 13 on the application of information technology, 8 on library
networking, 9 on digital or e-librarics, 5 theses on cach of the Internet and library
automation, and onec thescs on library software. Likewise, library science education was
the subject of 12 theses, including one on user education. Among these, two were on
leaching techniques; one was on the comparison of curricula between Indian universities
and Iranian universities. Ten theses dealt with public libraries and 5 with special libraries.
The 1opic of reference services was the focus of § theses, and 22 theses were user studies,
[n terms of language use, English language was used by the majority of scholars, but
Hindi and other regional (state) languages like Gujarati, Marathi and Bengali were also

used as the medium for theses.

Madasamy & Alwarammal (2009) carried out study with objectives to: 1 identify the
universities’ doctoral outlput, and ii. to trace the doctoral research trends in library and
information science. The study included 171 doctoral theses for analysis covering the
period 2003-2008. The analysis of research output revcaled the highest number of
doctoral theses was 43 and were produced in the year 2006. The highest number of
doctoral research contribution during the period was from Andhra Pradesh (15.9%)
followed by Kamataka (14.1%).‘ Similarly, Dr. B. Ramesh Babu of University of Madras
guided the maximum number (7) of research scholars during 2003-2008 followed by Dr.
A. A. Vaishnav from Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University., Maharashtra.
" Dr. B. D. Kumbar and Dr. C R Karishidappa from Kamnataka Univcrsity,. Dharwad, Dr.;C
Sasikala from Andhra University, Vishakapatna, Dr. D. Rajyalakshmi {rom Nagpur
University, Maharashtra, Dr. K Somasekhararao from Andhra University, Andhra
Pradesh. Of the research contribution by 47 universities, it was seen that the highest

number of output was by Andhra University (8%) followed by Karnataka University
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(7.6%). On analvzing subject wise Ct;lmrihuiion of ductoral rescarch in 11S in India from
2003-2008, it was found that most of the doctoral rescarch was predominantly covered by
the traditional subject areas. Rescarch arcas included information sources and services
wd imformation management {14%), bibliometric
study (12.9%) and academic library system (11.1%) among them. The findings of study
suggested that there was a steady growth in the Ph.D output during the period of 7 years
and thereafter a sharp decline has been noticed. The author urges that there should be
more doctoral rescarch output especially in areas such as digital libraries and application

of information and communication technologics in librarics as these areas although

important have not been amply studies in the doctoral research works produced during
2003 to 2008.

Mahapatra and Sahoo (2004) conducted rescarch aiming at objectives, i. to find out the
trend of LIS research, ii. To know the subject wise distribution of rescarch works in LIS,
iit. To determine the diversity and trends of research in LIS field, and, iv. To ideniify the
contribution of universities in awarding doctoral degrees. Total number of 164 theses
produced during 1997-2003 was included in the analysis. Findings suggested that by year
wise distribution of theses awarded, maximum number of 37 was produced during 2003
and equal numbers of 26 theses were awarded in the year 1999 and 2002. In order to
determine the direction of LIS research, 33 broad subjects have been categorized. The
subject area ‘user study’ had the highest number of doctoral dissertations awarded
totaling 31 in number. The focused themes in this area included: ‘information nceds,
“information seeking behaviour’, ‘users® satisfaction’ and evaluation of information
resources and services’. ‘Bibliometrics and citation analysis’ ranked second position by
producing 19 dissertations in this subject category during 7 years. The research topics in
this category included ‘LIS doctoral dissertations’, ‘social science literature’.
‘astronomy’, ‘managcment’, ‘oc;:anography‘, and ‘biomedical literature. Similarly, the
subject category ‘academic library system’ stood on 3" position by producing17 rescarch
works. The subject arf:é of ‘personnel management/HRD has eight (8) theses during the
period. In topics like ‘information system design’, information technology” and *librarv

professionals’ an cqual number of scven (7) theses each awarded. I.ikewise. equal
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number of 5 theses w cach of the subjects such as “library networking”. “special library
system’ were produced by scholars during the study period. Among the topics, gencral
aspects of LIS included 45 research works and the 35 works on ‘resources’. 19 and 17
theses were produced on ICT and library staff/personnel respectively. Findings showed
that All the 459 universities in India have awarded Ph.D. in LIS during the period. While
the Karnatak University, Dharwad has highest number of resecarch works i.e, cighteen
(18) awarded to their scholars, it was followed by the Bangalore University, Bangalore
which has awarded thirteen (13) researchworks to its scholars. The Andhra University.
Waltier and the Jiwaji University, Gwalior has produced equal number of twelve (12)
Ph.D. each in LIS. The Osmania University and the Punjab University have eight (8) and

seven (7) doctoral dissertations respectively awarded to their scholars during the period.

Among the Indian umiversities that contributed to production'of research works, the
Southern Region has the highest number of seventy two (72), the Western Region has the
lowest of nineteen (19) only. The Northern Region is having fifty one (51) research

works and the Eastern Region is having twenty two (22) works produced during the

period.

In respect of type of libraries being covered in the research works, it was indicated that
researchers were more interested in Academic libraries than any other libraries. A total of
thirty cight (38) thescs have been produced on 'Academic Library System' during the
period. While the Special Library has eleven (11} theses produced, the Public Library has
seven (7) theses produced by the scholars. Similarly, the social science library and

science and technology libraries have 4 and 2 theses done respectively.

With regard to languages used, the study found that a total number of 12 Ph.D in Hindi
language have been produced while the remaining 151 are in Inglish language. Only onc
(1) thesis has been produced in Bengali language. Out of 12 theses produced in Hindi
language in LIS, eleven (11) thescs belong to Madhya Pradesh and Chhatisgarh State

only and the remaining one is from the State of Gujarat.



In terms of guideship pattern of Ph.D Scholars, One hundred forty onc (141) PhD
scholars were guided by single Guide whercas, only twelve (12) scholars have chosen
Joint guideship for their research works. In eleven (11) cases. no menuon of guide has

been made,

With respect to the contribution of Rescarch Supervisors towards the creation of Ph.D
theses in LIS during the period of study. Prof. C.R. Karisidappa has guided highest
number of eight (8) Ph.Ds in LIS during the period followed by.Prof. S.L. Sangam who
has six (6) theses to his credit. Prof P. Soma Raju and Prof P.S.GG. Kumar are the only
two supervisors who have researchers, perhaps foreign scholars, have, guided five (3)
research works each. While three supervisors have guided four (4) scholars each, nine
supervisors have guided three (3) scholarseach. Similarly eighteen supervisors have

guided two (2) scholars each and fifty four supervisors have guidéd one scholar each.

Chowdhury & Tadesse (1995) conducted a study on Survey works, carried out by 15
MSc (Information Science) students of the School of Information Studies for Africa
(SISA) in the course of their dissertation work. it revealed some important facts rclated to
information systems and services in the countrics studied. This paper analysed the student
disscriations in order to present an overview of the library and information systems and
services available in seven castern and southern African countries--Ethiopia, Kenya,
Malawi, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia. At SISA, students arc cﬁcouraged to
choose topics for dissertations which have some bearing on hationai development at
large, and which are of interest to the candidates themselves. Literature on the existing
information systems and services in different areas of development in African countries is
very scarce. This encourages students to take up projects which will help them analyse
the existing situation and then come up with a proposition for a solution. The SUrVeY
work carried out by the sfudents—through questionnaire, interview, field survey and
observation--reveals interesting facts which have not previously been noted. After
analysing the existing system and the prevailing problems, students normally come up
with a proposal, supported by a prototype system, to improve the existing situation. The

study revealed that the library and information systems and services in the seven eastern
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and southem African countrics featured are. in general, not very good. Public library
systems are not well-organized in most countries, and, except for university libraries.
academic library systems are also quite poor. The condition of special and research
libraries is better, but they too face a number of problems related to foreign exchange,

elcctricity, and communication.

Among other findings identified by study arc: a noticeable frcnd of acceptance of
information technology in all seven countries. A slow pace of development this is caused
by some very real problems. Some of the major problems that hinder the progress of
information systems and services are: .

* alack of resources, especially foreign exchange

* a lack of overall awarcness and appreciation of the nced and importance of

information in all walks of life
¢ alack of appropriate indigenous technology

¢ 4 lack of trained manpower

 unreliable electricity, telephone system and other infrastructure problems

* and many other natural and political problems that most African countries face

today.

The five dissertations on Ethiopia cover the five major areas of study and research which
control the overall development of a country. General observations relating to the
provision and handling of information in all these arcas - agriculture, industry,- labour,
population, and urban planning are that the cxisting information services are inadequate,
inconsistent, and sometimes unreliable. There is also duplication of cfforts in the
collection and processing of information resulting in a waste of limited rc.sources.
Sometimes the information collected/generated needs to be further analyzed and
repackaged for specific groups of users. Moreover, there is a lack of proper planning and
co-ordination of information systems and scrvices in the country. Other dissertations
analyzed in this study reflect library and information systems and scrvices, in gencral, in
six countries. The general observation in all these countries is that the sehool and public

library scrvices are grossly inadequate, although their importz;mce is well-recognized.



College Tibrarics are also under developed in comparison 10 ﬁnivcrsit}-‘ and research
libraries. Information technology is slowly being introduced, though mostly in university
and research and special libraries, and also in national libraries or equivalent institutes.
The problems that library and information systems and services are facing are more or
less the same as those mentioned carlicr. The absence of a national policy on information
systems and scrvices is also a major reason for their inconsistent growth and
development. In several castern and southern African countries, seminars on national
information policy were held between 1987 and 1991. Policy proposals were drafied but
non¢ of the policies has been implemented so far. Major constraints in the
implementation of such a policy include: inadequate financial resources, lack of qualified

manpower, and various other pressing problems including political, social, natural and

environmental.

Prebar (2010) carried out a study consisting a sample of 335 Masters theses and doctoral
dissertations submitted from 2002 through 2006. Among the papers were 107 Masters
theses (31.9%) and 228 doctoral dissertations (68.1%). Of these, 277 papers (82.7%)
were written in the US, 52 (15.5%) in Canada and the remaining six studics, constituting
a mere 1.8 percent, were from Hong Kong, India, Japan and China. The dissertations
represent studics conducted in 177universities and various rescarch institutions, with each
research institution providing fewer than two dissertations on average. Of the
dissertations, 40 were tagged in the ProQuest Digital Dissertations database under
‘Library Science’, 304 were tagged as ‘Information Science/Systems’, while nine

dissertations were tagged under both topics.

The study found that the number of dissertations submitied in each of the years was
similar. The 335 dissertations were distributed similarly between the five years. [n the
division of disscrtations by topic, the distribution found-the topic with the highest
distribution percentage was Information Techrology, with 23 percent on average;
Information Industry Economics and Management came second with 20 percent. These
two arcas accounted for ncarly half the dissertations (43%), compared to only a quarter
(26%) of the dissertations in the previous study., Social Information Science and

Information/Learning Socicty reccived 13 percent and 12 percent respectively. The
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remaining topics received less than 10 percent. When comparing the parallel study
conducted on LIS dissertations, 1t was noted that user Studies was the most studied in the
ficld of information studies with 20 percent of dissertaticns, whereas in the current study
1t has earned the attention of only 9 percent of the dissertations. However. the field that
enjoyed the most attention in the current study, Information Technology. was cited by a

mere 12 percent of dissertations in the former study.

The swdy further revealed that Mcthodology and Foundations of Information System,
which focus on the basic elements of the field, were hardly studied in the extra-
disciplinary departments; similarly, Data Organization and Retrieval, another basic
element of LIS, also gained a relatively low 7 percent. However, the Social [nformation

Science gained 13 percent of dissertations, compared with a mere 7 percent in LIS

dissertations.

Wagh (2010) conducted a research with the purposc to evaluate the content of
Dissertations submitted in Department of Library and Information Science S.G.B.

Amravati University, Amravati. The objectives of which were to:

1) find out subject wise distribution of dissertations.

2) prepare a list of dissertations submitted during a study period.

The study included 322 dissertations submitted in the department during 1993-2009. The
researcher has grouped these dissertations in 28 subjects and 29th category was reserved
for other subjects which include 25 subjects on which one dissertation submitted during
study period. From the data presented it was observed that the most popular subject
among students of LIS is bibliometric analysis. On this subject, 36 (11.18%) dissertations
were submiitted. The subjcct bibliometric analysis included the branches of bibliometric
analysis such as citation analysis, scientrometric analysis, authorship pattern etc. The next
popular subject among students was evaluative study from the point of view of cost
eflectiveness & cost benefit on this subject that included 24 (7.45%) dissertation. From

the study it was also observed that the students selected and faculty member assigned a
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varicty of different and key areas of LIS such as Expert system. Thesaurus Construction.
Bibliographic Control, Personnel Management etc. Hence from the study it can be
concluded, that students carried out research on a number of prominent areas of LIS, out
of thesc arcas / subjects, bibliometric analysis, evaluation, growth and development of
hibraries are the popular subjects among students. By the guidewise distribution of
disscrtations, it was observed that the highest number of dissertation ie. 38 (18.01%)
were guided by Prof. R. B. Jatkar followed by Prof. M. R. Kherde who guided 52

(16.15%) students. Further least number of dissertations i.e. 02 (0.62%) were guided by
S. ). Deshmukh.

Based on the data, it was revealed that during these 16 years, 322 dissertations were
submitted with an average of 20.12 dissertations. From the yearwise analysis of
dissertations submitted it was found that highest number of i.e 28 (8.6%) dissertations
were submitted in academic yecar 2004-05. Similarly, from the subjectwise analysis of
dissertation it was found that the students selected variety of subjects / topic for research.
However, it was also found that the bibliometric studies are the most popular subject
among students, reason behind this may be that these studies are more objective and once
the data collected, the further research is based on statistical analysis. From the guidewise
analysis of dissertations it was revealed that Prof. R. B. Jatkar, Prof. M. R. Kherde guided
58 (18.01%) and 52 (16.154%) dissertations respectively. Prof. R. B. Jatkar, Prof. M. R.
Kherde are teaching in department from the inception of MLISc course hence they
produced maximum dissertations. From the referencewisc analysis, it was found that the
students gave references, they followed standards for citations which indicated that
students followed the rescarch methodology. From the study it was revealed that out of

322 dissertations majority of Le. 194 (60.25%) dissertations included upto 50 references.

Chikate & Patil (2:008) conducted a study on citation analysis of 27 LIS dissertations
submitted to the University of Pune between 1982 and 2005. The objectives of the study

Were:



¢ 10 determine the principal forms of hiterature vsed in dissénations by LIS doctoral
students

e 1o preparc a ranked list of periodicals bascd on frequency of use by doctoral
students.

¢ 10 detcrmme country-wise distribution of hiterature used by doctoral students.

¢ 1o determine the age distribution of literature used by doctoral students.

¢ _to study authorship patterns in citations.

* to determine language-wise distribution of citations

¢ _to determine subject-wise distribution of citations.

* to determine publisher-wise distribution of cilations.

A total of 6,257 citations were found in all 27 dissertations. Data compiled included year
of publication of articles, and journal subject, language of journal, publication status,
place of publication, and publisher of the journal taken from the online version of Ulrich's
International Periodical Directory ( http//www.ulrichsweb.com ). All references
(bibliographies) were photocopied and each rcference was categorized according to
format or genre, ie., book, journal, report, conference proceedings; ncwspaper,
thesis/dissertation, and reference book. A list of periodicals was compiled and data was
entered in SPSS.

The study found that the most cited journal by LIS researchers was College and Research
Libraries, which was cited 141 times, more than 5.3% of the total percentage of citations,
followed by Scientometrics, at 129 (4.9%), Journal of American Society for Information
Science, 113(4.3%), Journal of Documentation, 99 (3.8%), Aslib Proceedings , 82
(3.1%), Library Quarterly, 78 (3.0%), and Library Trends with 62 (2.3%).

In the study, 11 journals covered 917 articles; the next 35 journals covered 914 articles,
and the next 300 journals covered 770 articles. That is, 11 joumnals covered one-third of
the total citations, the next 41 journals accounted for another one-third, and the final 300

cavered the remaining third. Thus, the first zone or ‘nucleus' contains 11 journals.



followed by the second 7one with 33, and the third with 300 journals. The zones form an

approximately geometric series in the form. 11:55:300

The geographical distribution of 351 ranked journals showed 2.639 citations. One
quarter, or 88 of the journals, covering 631 (24.7%) citations were from [ndia. The US
ranked first among foreign countrics with 131 (37 %), while 71 (20%) joumnals, covering
360 (21.2%) citations were from the UK. Out of 2,639 citations, 764 were cited during
1986-1995. The authorship pattern distribution of 351 ranked journals covered 2,639
articles. By language, ncarly all citations were found in English i.e., 2,485 (94.2%),
followed by Marathi with 118 {4.5%). It was found that LIS doctoral students used a
multitude of disciplines, including science, medicine, economics, psychology, etc. Nearly
three quarters of the citations were [rom LIS subjects, followed by 191 (7.2%) in science,

73 (2.8%) citations from medicine, and other 469 (17.8%) citations from 31 subjects.

To Iearn more about the publishers cited in LIS dissertations, publishers were categorized
as commercial, academic, association, societies, individuals, and government.
Commercial publishers were the most frequently cited. They were closely followed by

academic publishers, and then associations, societics, and individuals,

On the basis of findings. the following conclusions were drawn from the study consisting

more than 6,000 citations from 27 doctoral dissertations:
¢ Nearly half of the citations recorded were from journal articles: 2,639 (42.2%)

¢ Nearly three quarters of the journal articles were from LIS journals, with the

remainder from 33 other subject areas.

» College and Research Libraries was the most cited joumal, followed by

Scientometrics.

* Most of the citations were from 55 journals out of the total number.

Sudhier and Kumar (2010) conducted a study with the objective to examine the PhD

theses awarded from the Department of Biochemistry up to 2007, in order to determine
the following:
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« To discover trends in bicchemistry research

» To discover the subject distribution of theses and the main areas of research.

» Todiscover what format of materials re-used by doctoral students in biochemistry
« To discover the most frequently cited journats in the field.

» To discover the most frequently cited books in biochemistry

The methodology included a literature survey and bibliometric analysis of the theses and
the citations/references appended to them. The title page and bibliographies for the PhD
theses have been photocopied, and demographic data about cach thesis recorded. Then

the task of identitying and recording information about the individual citation began.

The study focused on the analysis of biochemistry doctoral theses awarded from the
Department of Biochemistry, University of Kerala, from 1966 to 2007. There were 168
Biochemistry PhDs awarded during this period from the department. All were examined
to collect data on relevant features required for the study. This study was divided into two
parts. The first dealt with the theses and the second dealt with citation analysis. Of 168

theses, 21 were sclected as samples by simple random sampling.

The analysis of study found that Clinical biochemistry has the highest number of theses
awarded, 43, or 25.60%, with metabolism and nutrition in second and third place among

the 13 subjects categories.

By Year-wise distribution of theses, it was revealed that 72 theses were produced

between 1986 and 1995.

Page-wise analysis of biochemistry theses showed that more than 40 percent of these

have 150-200 pages. Only one has more than 400.

'Guideship pattern showed that néarly all PhD) scholars have a singlc guidc, while a few
have two. Dr. P.A. Kurup, the first head of the department, has guided highest number of
PhDs in Biochemistry, with 52, followed by Dr. R. Kalesya Raj second hcad of the
department, who has guided 24 scholars. The third place was occupied by Dr. P. R.

Sudhakaran, the present head of the department, who has guided 23 scholars.
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By genderwise analysis of rescarchers, it was shown that nearly 80% of thel68 theses

were produced by male scholars.

The number of publications included in doctoral theses were analysed to study the
publication pattcrn of rescarchers. About 60 percent of rescarchers did not include the list

of their own publications in their theses. About one-third -had 1-5 of their own

publications listed.

The number of citations in the theses were analyzed to determine the trend of citations

and the data. It was found that the majority of thescs had from 201-300 citations and
more than one-quarter had 301-400.

The citations werc classified into various bibliographic forms such as Journals, books,

confercence proccedings, and non-print sources. Journal articles were found the most

important form of publication cited, with nearly 90 percent.

Analysis of citation by language found that nearly 90% of citations were in FEnglish and
all other languages with English translation put together accounted for 672 (11.37

percent) citations. Of these, the major languages used by the researchers were the English

transtations of Russian, German, and Japanese.

By authorship pattern of citation, slightly more than one-fifth of the citations were single

authored, with nearly 30 percent having two authors, and nearl y half having three.

Distribution of citations by currency/year of publications, it was found that about half the

citations were from 1981-1990 and about one-fifth from 1971-1980.

While analyzing the journals to determine the most cited, it was noted that a list of 25
core journals were found frequently used by research scholars in biochémistry, of which
Journal of Biological Chemistry and Journal of Cell Biology occupied the first and

second positions in the list. These two journals accounted for 12.20% of total citations for

Journals.
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Statistical Analysis in Chemistry and Chemical Industry was found the most cited book

with 34 (6.45%) citations, followed by Organic Peroxides with 31 (3.88%).

Thapa (1992) conducted a study on analysis of research reports with the objectives i. 1o
find out total number of foreign researches who submitted their reports 1o research
division within a period of one decade viz; 1980 to 1990, ii. To explore arca wise and
country wise number of foretgn rescarchers who did not submit their research reports. iii.
To find out the objectives and major findings of research reports of those forcign
rescarchers who have submitted their reports to research division of TU from the vear
1980 — 1990.

Information for the study of research reports submitted to vescarch division of TU was
collected from the registration, which covered 238 research reports and analysis was
based on two approaches, i.e., collection and classification according to the subjects and
years.

The study found that i. 73% of researches were conducted by individual researchers and
only 26.9% were done by group researchers, ii. Maximum number were registered in
academic year 1932 consisting 34 in total and minimum number was in the year 1984 i.c.
10. iii. Out of total 238 rescarches conducted by foreigners, 107 (44.9%) were in the field
of humanities and Social Science, iv. The major affiliating institutions were CNAS and
central department of sociology and anthropelogy. They had aftiliated 81 and 42 research
projects respectively, v. Majority of research reports submitted during 1980-1990 werc
from USA consisting 96 (40%), 31 (13%) from Germany, 20 (12.6%) from Britain and
26 (10.9%) were from Japan, vi. Out of 72 research reports of USA, altogether 9 (12.5%)
final copies of reports were submitted, vii. the rescarch areas of submitted rescarch
reports were sociology, geology, metrology, viii. three reports, two on metrology and onc

on geology were found to be lost, ix. 10 reports under the faculty of humanities
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Chapter I

3. FOCUS OF STUDY

3.1. Focus on analysis of project reports:

The primary focus of this study is the analysis of the project reports/theses submitted by
the Bachelor level students of the LIS course conducted at department of LIS during
1995/96-2001/02 in TU. The total numbers of project reports that are included in the

study are 88. The analysis of projcct reports is intended to appraise with reference 1o

relevant of topic selection.

Project report writing is compulsory subject prescribed in the BLibSc course of study. As
per the syllabus, in order to attain the degree, students are required to submit a project

report on an assigned topic by conducting survey, observation and case study of different

library operations in the different types of libraries.

As qllpulated by syllabus, studcnts should have ability to conduct such studies appl) ing
research methods. The project report completed should be deposited in the department of
LIS. 1t is not known as to how many projcct reports are in the department. Thercfore, the
rationality of this study lies in eliciting the number of project reports deposited, their
subject and type of library focu'sed, geographical coverage, number of BL1bSc students
by gender, ethnic and educational background, and guideship pattern.

The focus of the study (analysis) has relation with objectives in determining the number
of project reports which consisted 88, of which 54 (61.4%) are by male and 34 (38.6%)
by female students. By ethnic group, Brahmin has a largest number of project reports 35
(39.8%) submitted and the least by Limbu (1.1%). 76 project reports had gcographlcal
cov cra;,c of which Kathmandu got 52 project reports.

Another focus of this study is to appraise (assess) the project reports in terms of relevance
of topic selection which is expected to generate by the Bachelor level students upon
completion of the course. The BLibSc graduates arc expected to conceive the topics that

are related with library system/service. On appraising (asscssing) the reports, majority of

tad
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them chose the case studies which meet the objective of course of study. Similarly
reference  service, library service/system, library instruction, circulation system.

automation are the topics selected by the BLibSc graduates.

In order to produce the competent manpower for the library and information services,
TU has undergone the different stages of development process, which are explained

below including the basic guidelines for conducting research.

3.2. Background: Devclopment of LIS Department:

Tribhuvan University (TU), established in 1959 is the oldest university of Nepal. It was
established with purpose of producing skilled manpower required for the development of
the country and higher education in Nepal. Until some years back, TU was the only state-

run institute having responsibility of imparting higher education to the citizens in Nepal.

Under the educational programmes of Tribhuvan University, the Department of Library
Science was established in 1993 under the faculty of Humaniﬁes and Social Sciences
(FOHSS). The course is known as a one-year postgraduate degree course. 1t was the first
time that a one year postgraduate course on Library and Information Science (LIS) was
started in Nepal with academic recognition. The University Campus, Kirtipur was given
full responsibility to conduct the courses desighcd to produce the trained librarian. The
classes for Bachelor of Library Science (BLibSc) course were initially started from the
Tribhuvan University Central Library (TUCL) premtises. Prior to this, the TUCL as one
of biggest library (in terms of collection, members, and services) of the country had been
conducting short term training courses since 1972 which were mecant to develop

paraprofessional manpower,
3.3. Objectives of LIS Department;

The department of 1,18 was established with the following objectives:

. To produce different categories of information professional required for Nepal.
2. To provide information services to the users who atiend the libraries of difl terent

types and sizes through professional support.



L
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T'o conduct research in the field of library and information scicnee activities.

4. To conduct faculty development programme for quality education.

Lh

To provide the opportunitics of continuing education to all categorics of

information and library workers.

6. To cvaluate its academic programmes and modify as required.

7. To provide consultancy services and trainings to the organizations who felt
necessary of these services.

8. To present proposals, programmes and advices to the concerned organizations and

government oftfices according to their needs and . requirements for the

development of information sectors.

The course is designed to provide the knowledge and skills in the effective organization

and management of libraries / information centers.

1. To offcr the students a broad based and sound knowledge of fundamental law of

library and information scicnce.
2. To upgrade and develop profession, library and information services, and

3. To give the students practical training of library works and to enable them to
make efficient management of library.

3.3.1 Structure of BLibSc course of study:

Table No.1 The BLibSc course contents: five papers of the following subjects:

Paper Subjects Marks Pass
marks
Library, Seciety and Information Technology 100 40
1 1 Group A: Library and Society T 50 120
Group B: Information Technology 30 | 20
Library Administration, Management and Project Work 100 40
2 Group A: Library Administration and Management 75 30
-Group B: Project Work 25 10




Library Cataloguing 00

o
3. |11 1: Theory o 50 20

[IT 2: Practice 35__: 20

B Library Classification - o 100 ‘!MH—-I(-)*_
4, IV 1: Theory E ) , 20
IV 2: Practice TR T W
Reference, Information, Bibliography & Documentation 100 | a0

5. Group A: Reference, Information and Communication Service 50 20
Group B: Bibliography, Documentation and Reference Service 50 20

As per the syllabus, an assignment of preparing project report is included as 2™ paper of
the course that carries 25 marks. Students are required to submit a project report on an
assigncd topic before the final examination. The project report will be a survey,
obscrvation and case study of different library operations in the different types of
libraries or trend report or state-of-art studics. Committee for cvaluating the report is

formed that will assign mark. Detailed elaboration on project report is dealt in later

chapter.

The BLibSc course continucd for seven batches {rom 1995/96 to 2001/02 which
produced 116 middle level graduates of library and information science professionals.
3.3.2. Commencement of MLISc course:

TU commenced the MLISc course from 2002. The course is meant to produce the high
level professional manpower that are expected to deliver information service in
competent and efficient manner and meet the demands of growing nceds of such

manpovwer for library establishments in various organizations.

In order to produce the high level professional manpower, the department of MLISc is

established with following objectives:

1. Train different categories of information personnel required for the country.
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2. Provide information scrvices to the users who attend the libraries of different type

and sizes through professional support.

Tad

Conduct research in the library and information scctors.

4. Provide continuing of LIS cducation to all catcgories of library and information

workers.

Lh

Conduct seminars, workshops, rescarch and consultancies in the field of LIS,
6. Provide counseling services, guidance, suggestions in the policy and other related

matters in the ficld of LIS.

7. Suggest the concerncd autheritics for legalized library and information services in
the country.
Produce high skill professional human resources n the ficld of LIS.

9. Conduct faculty development programme for quality education.

10. Present proposals, programmes and advices to the concerned organizations and

government offices according to their needs and requests for the development

information sectors.

To mcet the objectives of the LIS department, the curriculum and course contents are

designed.

3.3.3. Objectives of MLISc course:

1. To give the knowledge of basic principles and laws of LIS

2. To provide basic skills of librarianship and information manager for the scientific
management of libraries and information centers.

3. To acquaint with social, cultural, educational and communication environment of

librarics and information centers for competitive, effective and elficient

information services.

=

4. To provide the knowledge and skill of management and administration of all

types, size and subjects of libraries and information centers.

As stated in objectives, the MLISc course is more comprehensive in terms of coverage of

subjects which is essential to produce the high level information graduates.



The coursc contents of B.Lib.S¢ and MLISc are designed as per the standard

postgraduate curriculum of TU.

3.3.4. Structure of MLISe¢ course and subjects:

Table No.2, MLISc course of study for 1™ year

510-1 Comparative and International Librarianship
'510-2 Non-Bock Materials and [ibrary Services
510-3 Bibliographic Control '
510-4 Education for LIS

510-3 Prescrvation and Conservation of Documents

1 310-6 Computer Programming in Library Automation

Group A : Theory
Group B : Practice

Paper | Code 1 Subjects " Full
mark
Library/Information Society and IData Communication and Computee
Network in Library Services
I 301 | Group A : Library/Information Society — 50 100
Group B : Data Communication and Computer Network in Library
Services -50
11 502 | Library and Information Management 100
[l 503 | Information Control Technology 100
Group A : Theory — 50
Group B : Practice -50
IV 504 | Cataloguing and Indexing 100
Group A : Theory — 50
Group B : Practice — 50
A% 505 | Information and Communication Technology
Group A : Theory ~ 50
Group B : Practice — 50
Table No.3. MLISc course of study for 2" year
Paper | Code | Subjects Full
marks
Vi 506 Information Processing & Retrieval 100
Group A ; Theory — 50
Group B: Practice -50 ~
VI 507 Information Sources and Services L 100
VI 508 Research Methodology & Quantitative Techniques 100
IX 509 Dissertation 100
X 510 Specialization Papers (Any one) 100




3.3.5. Requirement of thesis in MLIS¢ and BLibSc:

The dissertation (thesis) paper is one of compulsory subjects included in the 2™ vear
course of MLibSc. This course is designed to provide an opportﬁnity for cach student to
undertake an in-depth study of one particular topic within LIS and in particular. applying
the knowledge and technology gaincd from the course on “Research Methodology and
Quantitative Techniques™ and conduct a rescarch under the guidance of faculty members
who wiil act as a supervisor. As per the syllabus, a research proposat should be submitted
for approval before undertaking it by all students. The submitted dissertation will then be
evaluated by the concerned expert and the students are required to defend the viva. The

objectives of this course (rescarch) are as follows:

- Lo enable students to prepare research proposal in a related topic.
- To carry out research activity applying suitable research methodology.

- To develop analytical thinking capability of students.

The course of study (syllabus) of both the Bachelor and Masters Level consist of teaching
classes on project report and research methodology. These papers in both the levels are
compulsory. But the lecture hours allotted to these papefs vary by the level of degree.
The lecture hours for project report in BLibSc is of 40 hours and carries 25 marks. but the
theses/dissertation (research methodology) prescribed in MLISc is of 150 hours and
carries 100 marks. [lowever, it is necessary that all the students of B.Lib.Sc and MLISc

students should submit the project report and thesis respectively in order to achicve the

degree.

On the basis of the above objectives mentioned in both the bachelor and Master’s level
library and information sciences courses, it can be said that research education is included
aé an integral part of the syllabus which denote that students are required to carry out
rescarch in the subject of their choice relating to the library service/activities during their
study in [ibrary and information science (LIS) in Tribhuvan University. This mandatory
requirement of carrying out research suggests that research is emphasized in LIS, by

which the LIS ficld can be contributed by the practice of doing research in the respective

field.
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Since the library and information sctence is interdisciplinary subject, the development of
it relies on creation/discovery of new knowledge. The rescarch process can contribute to
the development of the theory of LIS and professionalism. It is in this respect that
research method in LIS course of study is included which also denotes building the

foundation and practice of preparing background for further study in this field.

As the students pursuing the LIS course are the potential job seeker to get involved in the
LIS service, they are sure to cncounter the problems in practice and seek solutions to
them. The BI.ibSc and MLISc graduates are expected and required to be familiar and
knowledgeable with basic research process, methods so that lht:);' can undertake rescarch

and contribute to the development of LIS theory.

3.4. Origin of rescarch concepts:

The origin of research is considered to be as old as human civilization. The research has
its origin with the term “Quest”. Whether it is for survival or seeking for development or
improvement in any activities, human beings tend to make search. Research therefore
generally focuses on a search for the discovery of “facts” (as to what actually happened),

new knowledge and solving problems.

Research thercfore can be defined as the search for knowledge or as any systematic
investigation to establish facts. The primary purposc for applied research is discovering,
interpreting, and the development of methods and systems for the advancement of human
knowledge on a wide variety of scientific matters of our world and the universe.

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Research)

The main responsibility of a university is to produce and disseminate new knowledge.
New knowledge is created through research. Rescarch involves -using primary and
secondary sources which contains data collected using the instruments e.g. surveys,

interviews, questionnaires, focus groups etc.

Rescarch in librarianship is a core aspect of library education in any library school

programme around the world. It is a means for students and librarians to investigate the

4G



cause and effect of fact, incident. event and trends that aftect the profession and bring out

the possibie solutions.

Research is categorized as either basic or applied. Basic rescarch fooks at causes, cffects

and the nature of things. Whereas apphied rescarch tries to {ind answers and solutions 10

specific problems.

3.5. Nature of an academic thesis or project report:

The thesis or project report is the main idea of one's research. [t ls nonmatly the result of a
candidate's research; submission of the thesis represents the compietion of the final
requirement for the degree being sought. Therefore the purpose of graduate thesis is to

prove that one has made an original and useful contribution to knowledge.

3.6. Research Process:

Research is an inquiry process containing some basic components. It has thereforc to be
undertaken following step-by-step procedures. Generally, research is understood to

follow a certain structural process and components.

Hernon, P (2001) suggests the following basic components of a research process:

I. Reflective inquiry (that includes problem statement, literature review and
theoretical framework, logical structure, objectives, and, as appropriate, research
questions and hypothesis). _

2. Procedures or rescarch design and method(s) data collection

3. Gathering, processing and analyzing data

4. Quantitative study (reliability and validity) or credibility, trustworthiness,
transferability, dependability and confirmability (qualitative study) and

5. Presentation of research findings.
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1. Reflective inquiry:

a. Statement of problem: A problem statement is one of important components
of reflective inquiry which indicates that a study has some uniquencss, has a
clear focus and addresses the value of the research being conducted.

b. Literature review: It is meant to assist in identifying and describing the key
works relevant to the problem under investigation/study.

¢. Theoretical framework: It is meant to ensure the relevant literature is not
limited 1o a particular subject only, but the study area has link to other subject.

d. Logical structure: The structure provides the framework in which the
problem will be visualized and ultimately investigated. It shows how the
components and variables examined fit together logically and conceptually.
Logical structure in case of LIS study, contains five components namely,
theme (the subject); Who(population) ; How (methodology); Where (location);
and When (time frame)

e. Objectives: It is meant to narrow the investigation by selecting the aims of
the research activity and screening out what the study will not include or
cxamine. Objectives operationalise those components of the logical structure
that the study will explore and provide a framework for the formulation and
testing of hypotheses, and the asking of research questions.

f. Research questions/Hypotheses: It is meant to offer direction to the research

and the interpretation of the data gathered. It represents a further narrowing of

the objectives.

1. Procedures: A step that refers to the study design and the methods employed to
study the problem. It deals with “how™ not with the “what and why” of the study.

2. Research design: It is related with what rescarch methods are used e. Q.
experimental, descriptive, case studies or other approaches. Research design is an

action plan that covers:

o  Who/what is study - the population or sample

o Design consideration



o Time frame for data collection

o Threats to rcliability and validity

3. Mecthods of data collection: !t is related with methods of collecting data.

Examples of methods are:

o Surveys {mailed, e-mailed, questionnaire distribution 1o uscrs of a library,
intcrviews, elc.)

o Content analysts

o Bibliometrics, including citation analysis

o Standardized tests

o Historical research, and

o Obscrvation

Data gathering, processing, and analysis: This component is related to data collection,
processing, analysis, and interpretation within the context of the study’s objectives,
research questions, and hypotheses. [t analyses the errors that can occur in the research

and measurement.

Presentation of findings: It is onc of important part of the research which is related with
communicating the findings of the study. It is meant to give the insight on the findings

and importance of the study to the readers/examiners.

3.7. Basic structure or components (skeleton) of theses (research papers):

Traditional research paper usually includes the following components which represent the
different stages of the research process.

1. Title page: This page contains the full title of the research with researcher’s
hame. Itis mca;lt to provide basic information 1o the ree{der;’examincr. |

2. Abstract: It is concise information (2-3 paragraph), meant to provide basic
information about research.

3. Introduction, or Problem statement, or Problem Identification, or Scope of

Study: This component states about what exactly is being researched and why,
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10.

what the relevance or importance is; what questions will be addressed, and an
overview of what conclusions will be drawn.

Review of literature: This is general survey of the related literature done at the
earliest stage of the rcscarch. The purpose of literature review is to decide on the
1ssues to be addressed; to become aware of appropriate research methodologies;
to see how research topic fits into a broader framework; to prepare for
approaching the critical reviews,

Research methodology: What is being studied and how. In this part, the purpose
and research questions or hypotheses are re-stated, and the exact nature of what is
being researched and how (population and sampling) is defined, along with what
instrumentation was used. It also contains the details on procedures and time
frame of the research, the analysis plan, the validity and reliability of the data

used.

Data collection: This presents the raw data collected through the research
methodology.

Findings (Results and analysis of data): The part contains a discussion of what
has been discovered, including why and how it is significant. _
Conclusions: It is a summary of the nature and application of the “new
knowledge™ represented in the research paper. Also inctuded in this section is
proposed further rcscarc_lq on the findings.

Works cited (References): Resources consulted in research are enumcratéd in
this section.

Appendices: This section is used to present research instruments which were

uscd (e.g. questionnaire, surveys, statistical data, etc)

When a thesis or dissertation or project report is prepared, above procedures have to be

foliowed 1o give the standard format of the Tesearch which is atso applicable Tor the

graduates of LIS in TU.
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Chapter IV

4. METHOBOLOGY

The study is descriptive type; therefore the exploratory and opinion poll survey methods
of research werc used for data collection. The population sample was drawn from the

admission register of the department of Library and Information Science Studies. T

Kirtipur.

A total number of eighty eight project reports submitted/deposited in the department that

were available during collection were purposively selected for analysis.

The researchers prepared structured questionnaire/opinionnaire for data collection from
user survey. A total of 40 questionnaires were preparcd and distributed. The respondents
were selected randomly and data instrument was administered to the authors of the

project reports,

The survey instrument focused at gathering facts to justify the objective of this paper,
which is to find out the personal details of project report w*ritcré, whether they are aware
of need of writing a project report during BlibSc course, their experience about
coriceptualizing the research topic, etc. While the second data instrument for analysis of
project report was used to elicit the information as to the number of projcct report by

subject and geographic coverage, which are expected to provide answers to the objectives

of this paper.

4.1 The sam ple and 'respondents of the study

The initial population sample consisted of 174 students of the department of library and
information science studies admitted during seven batches that ran from 1993/96 to
2001/02. This sample is included in this study to determine the number of students by

gender and cthnic group and to establish the cohort nature of sample.
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Another sample included in this study is the 88 project reports deposited (which were
located during the data collection) by the Bachelor level students 1o the LIS department,

the analysis of which is the main objective of this cohort study.

4.2 Data - Gathering Procedure:

In order to gather the data, the following devices were carried out:

4.2.1. Logbook: A logbook was maintained to gather the required information for
analysis of project reports that included the hcadings: name of researcher, year of

admission/batch, title of project report, name of guide etc. (See appendix 2)

4.2.2 Questionnaire: One sct of questionnaire containing 21 close-ended questions was
prepared and distributed via email to those whose email address were possible to track

down .and distributed personally to those whose working place were known. (See

appendix 4)

4.3 Instruments:

4.3.1. Approval: The questionnaire was constructed upon consultation and approval
from the guidc assigned by the Department of Library Science, Faculty of Humanities -

and Social Sciences, TU, Kirtipur.

4.3.2. Email: It is used as it is one of fastest way of communication that can be applied to

obtain the required information from the scattercd respondents.

4.3.3. Descriptive statistics: Frequency counts and percenlages were used to analyze the

data gathered in this study.
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4.4. Composition of questionnaire:

The set of questionnaire was intended to draw out the following data and it was divided

into the following parts:

Part I: General Information

In this part, information regarding the name of respondents, gender, age range at the time
BLibSc study, address, ethnic group, background education prior to joining BLibSc

course, year of batch and pre and post employment status were intended to obtain.

Part I1: Reflection on project report writing

Questions designed in this part were intended to obtain the information as to whether they
do remember about the need of writing project report, their opinion about project report,
do they remember the title of project report type, the arca of topic selection, the
geographical area of study, the concept of topic for project report, the reason for sclecting
the respective topic, the rating of suggestions/help by guide, colleagucs, relatives and
consulting other thesis in preparation of ﬁroject report and any help in writing resear.ch

article/report after the project report.

Part ITL: Further study of MLibSc

This part focused on eliciting the information about interest of BLibSc graduates in

joining for Master level course in LIS and intended to obtain opinion for not jolning for

it.

EE T T T T T LR R e ppp i
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Chapter V

5. ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION

This part is intended to present. analyse and interpret the data gathered through the

admission register of TU LIS, the project reports deposited and user SUrvey.

Table No.4. Distribution of students by gender and ethnic groups admitted to Dept of
LIS during seven batches (1995/96-2041/02)

Total Ethnic groups
Gender ) _ —
admitted | Brahmin | Newar | Chhetri Madhesi Rai . Limbu | Taman
104 o
Male 38 23 24 15 3 1 0
(59.8%)
70
Female 28 28 11 2 0 ! 0 1
(40.2%)
Total | 174 66 51 35 17 3 , T T
Y (100%) | (37.93%) | (29.31%) | (20.11) | (9.77%) | (1. T2%) | (0.57%) | (0.57%

(Source: Appcndlx -1
Table No. 4 ahows the distribution of students by gender and ethic groups admitted

to the Department of LIS, TU during the seven batches (1995/96-2001/02). The
analysis of ethnic group is based on the castes of studgnts. A total of 174 students
(male 104, Female 70) were admitted. By gender. male students dominated in
admission to the department of LIS among all ethnic groups, except for students of
Newar ethnic group. More female students belonging to the Newar ethnic aroup were
admitted to the department of LIS than male students (Female 28, male 23) compared
to students of other ethnic groups. Among the total admission, Brahmin ethnic group
constituted 66 (37.93%), Newar 51 (29.31%), Chhetri 35 (20.11%), Madhesi (9.77%),
Rai 3 (1.72%). Limbu 1 (0.57%) and Tamang’1 (0.57%). Rai, Limbu and Tamang

cthnic group has least admission for study in LIS compared to other ethnic groups of

Brahmin, Newar and Chhetri,

(Note: the classification of ethnic groups is based on Nepal Human Devclopment

Report 2009. UNDP. Nepal. 154p see appendix - 3)
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Table No. 5. Distribution of project reports by gender and ethnic group of students

Gender | Reports i Ethnic-éroup T __ii
retrieved | Brahmin ;| Newar | Chhetri 1{ Madhesi Rai Limbu 1

Male 54 22 1 4] 4 2 "141'
% | (614%) |
Female 3 13 6 ;i 4 | (R
% (38.6%) i !!
Total 88 35 27 18 5 2 ! !
|

% (100%) | (39.8%) | (30.6%) | (20.4%) | (5.6%) | (2.2%) | (1.1%) |

|

(Source: Appendix —2)
Table No. 2 shows that there are 88 project reports which are included in this study as

these were available during collection. Qut of 88 project reports, majority of them
were submitted by male students accounting 54 (61.4%) whereas 34 (38.6%) reports
were by female graduates. In terms of project reports distribution by cthnic group,
Brahmin ethnic group has highest number of reports submiited accounting 35 (39.8%)
(Male 22, female 13), followed by Newar 27 (30.6%) (male 11, female 16) and
Chhetri 18 (20.4%) (male 14, female 4) occupying ‘sccond and third in position
respectively. Madhesi ethnic group consisted of 5 project report constituting 5.6%.
The least number of project reparts submiticd by ethnic group were {rom Limbu and

Rai accounting | (1.1%) and 2 (2.2%) numbers of reports respcctiﬁely.

(Notc: The actual number of project reports should be 104 in the department. The
number of project report (88) included in this study is lacked by 16 reports which
were not available at the time of collection in the department. According to study
done by Shrestha, N (2003) a total of 174 students admitted during the period
2052/53-2058/59, 116 were found successful in gaining the degrece, of which the
project report should be deposited in the LIS department. In addition, 12 students who

passed during the last batch (2002/03) did not require submitting the project report.
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Table No. 6. Batchwise distribution of project reports included in the study

1" Batch | 2nd Batch | 3™ Batch | 4™ Batch | 5" Batch | 6™ Batch

1995/96 | 1996/97 | 1997/98 | 1998/99 | 199900 | 2001/02 Total

M|IF| M| F [MIF|[Mj]F |M]|F M | F | M | F

2 187 3 6i7ml3!!8;l() 4 14%4!54%3_4
12 10 13 21 14 18 88

(Source: Appendix - 2)
Table No.6 reveals that there were 21 numbers of project reports located from the
students of 4™ batch followed by 18 numbers {rom 6" batch, 14 from 5™ batch. The
lcast number of project reports that were included in this study was from 2" batch

constituting 10 reports.

Fig No.1. Guideship pattern of Project reports

25
50 - T4 E
15

(Source: Appendix — 2)
The abovc figure shows guideship pattern of project reports, out of 88 project reports
malority of project reports (21) were guided/supervised by Nirmald Shrestha followed
by Rudra . Dahal. who gujded 20 project reports. Leela Dahal.
and Krishna Mani Bhandari guided 13, 12 and 10 project: reports respectively.
Similarly, 4 project reports were guided/supervised by Bhanu P Pathak. Indira Dali.
Mohan R Pradhan, Bhim D Shrestha guided/supervised each 2 project reports. Two

reports were guided/superviscd by Beena Baidya and Uttam R. Shakya.

Madhusudan Karkt



Table No.7. Distribution of project report based on Geographical arca coverage

[ Bhairahawa 1
Bhojpur 1
Biratnagar 1
Birgunj 2
Dhankuta 1
Dharan 2
Gorkha 2
Janakpur 2
Kathmandu '. 52
Lalitpur 3

Makwanpor 11
Mechi 3
Palpa “l T
Pokhara '3 ;
Rajbirgj : ' 1
Syangja _ | 1
Not Applicable 10
e _:lz__
Total BREY

(Source: Appendix —2)

Table No. 7 shows distribution of project report based on geographic area coverage.

The table reveals that the total of 76 scores was recorded for project reports by

geographic area coverage. Of which, as many as 52 project reports (study) were

prepared covering Kathmandu as geographical area. Each of Lalitpur and Pokhara

districts had three reports prepared. Similarly, 10- project reports were prepared by

covering Birgunj, Dharan, Janakpur and Mechi as geographic arcas. Eight reports

-were prepared by covering geographic areas of Bhairahawa, Bhojpur, Biratnagar,

Dhankuta, Makwanpur, Palpa, Rajbiraj and Syangja. Geographic areas of two of the

project reports included in the study could not be traced out. Out of 88 reports, 10

were not applicable for analysis of geographical area coverage.

Table No. 8. Distribution of project report by subject coverage in academic library:

Academic library Periodical service (Botany-1) 2

Case study 21 Acquisition | n
Ref service 5 Cataloguing 1
Circulation system ! 4 Database ‘ 1
Library instruction 3 Info service 1
Collection (Dissertation + Math) | 2 Law l
Engineering 2 User orientation 1
Medical 2 Total 49

User service 2 (Source: Appendix —2)
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Tabte No. 8 shows the distribution of the subject coverage of prbjcct reports, ranked
in the order of their scores from the highest to the fowest. A total of 49 project reports
were recorded dealing with academic hbrary. Academic library in this stdy is
included college librarics, university librarics and some of libraries that consist of
specific subject which belong to academic areas viz, enginecring, law, medical. Out of
49 project reports, 21 were case study, five reports dealt with re_ferencc service, four
dealt with circulation system. Library instruction was topic of three project reports.
Similarly two reports dealt with collection of dissertation and mathematics in
acadenic libraries. Engineering (2), medical (2) and law (1) were subject coverage of
five project reports. User service was the subject of two reports and similarly, subject
of periodical service was covered by two reports. Each of acquisition, cataloguing,
database, and information service and user orientation were dealt by five project

reports.

Table No. 9. Distribution of project report by subject coverage in special library:

Special libraries
user study

Agriculture
Curriculum
Home ministry
Medical
- Admin
Periodical
Ref service
- case study
Police
Water & energy

| | P |-

Environment
Total

d | e | || —— 1D

Table No. 9 shows the distribution of subjects focused in special libraries. The table
reveals the 13 project reports that dealt v:'ith special libraries. Among the subjects
covered in the study, five reports under the medical library were deposited dealing
with the subject on administration (2), periodical (1), referencé: service (1) and case
study (1). Two project reports were on agriculture and user study, curriculum, police,

water & cnergy and environment were the subject arcas of each project reports

deposited in the LIS department.



‘Table No. 10. Distribution of project report by subject coverage in public fibrary:

- User survey
Case study
| Automation

B‘i'bliographic instruction
Library instruction
Total

qr—--—dﬁ—MM

Table No.10 shows the number of project reports on public libraries. There were
seven project reports deposited in the LIS department, of which two were case study,
two othcr werc on user survey. Automation, bibliographic instruction and library

instruction were subjects of three project reports.

Table No. 11. Distribution of project report by subject coverage .in School library:

Case study 3

‘Reading interest/habit 1

Table No. 11 shows four project reports were identified for the study. Among the
reports, three were case studies on school library and one was found dealing with

reading interest/habit of students.

Among the type of libraries, only one project report got the tdpic of national library

which dealt with user survey.

Table No. 12. Distribution of subject coverage of project reports:

| Automation o 2
Information Networking (DEVINSA & ASTINFO) |2

. Information service (Physics) 1
Information system (Geography) 3
ISBN |
1.IS education 2
Preservation & Conservation 1|
Public information service (Agriculture & Health) |2

i Total L 14

34



Table No. 12 shows the miscellaneous subject coverage of project reports that were
included in the study. Among the subjects that covered. automation was the wpic of
two reports, information nctworking covering DEVINSA (Devélopmcn[ Information
Network for south Asia) and ASTINFO (document delivery service of RECAST)
were the topic of two other reports, Geographical information system were the topic '
of three reports, one report got title of ISBN, LIS education were the topic of two
reports, one report was on preservation and conservation. Two other reports were
found dealing with public information service especially mcant for imparting

information on agriculture and health/IHIV/AIDS.

Table No. 13. Distribution of subject coverage by total project report

Subjcct coverage 1 Qty | % | Sybject coverage Qty | %
Case study 25 | 2841 Apquisttion 1 1.14
Reference service 6 6.82| Bibliographic instruction ! 1.14
Information service/system | 6 6.82| Catalogning 1 i.14
Library instruction 5 5.68 | Chrriculum 1 1.14
Circulation system 4 4.551 Dissertation t 1.14
Automation 3 3.41| Environment 1 1.14
Geography 3 3.41} Hpme ministry 1 1.14
User survey 3 3.411 ISBN 1 {114
Administration 2 227 Law I 1.14
Agriculture 2 2271 Police I 1.4
Collection 2 2.27| Pleservation & conservation | i t.14
Engineering 2 2.27! Reading interest/habit 1 1.14
Library education 2 2.27] Orientation 1 i.14
Periodical service 2 2.27| Water & energy 1 1.14
User service/study 2 2271 Tetal 88 100.00

Table No. 13 shows the distribution of subject coverage and type of study. It reveals
that majority of project reports were “Case study” constituting 25 (28.41%) of total
.output, followed by the topics on “Reference service” and “Information
scrvice/system™ constituting each by 6.82%. “Library instruction” was the subject
covered by five reports (5.68%). Similarly, “Circulation sys_tem” was the subject
covered by four (4.55%) reports. “Automation”, “Geography” and “User survey” each
had thrcé reports (3.41%). There were seven sﬁbjects gach with two reports (2.27%)
that constituted 14 reports in total output. Among other subjects that were covered by

each report (1.14%) included “Acquisition”, “Bibliographic instruction”, ©
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Cataloguing™, “Curriculum®, “Disscrtation™, “Environment™, “Home ministry™,
“ISBN”, “Law”, “Police”, “Preservation & Conservation™, “Reading interest/habit”™,

“Orientation” and “Waler & energy™.

Analysis of respouses (data) obtained from the sample of respondents,

Table No.14. Distribution of respondents by gender: (N=33)

Gender | Frequency | %
Male 17 48.6
Female 18 51.4
Totat T35 | 100 |

Table No.14 shows the number of respondents who responded to the survey
questionnaire. There were 35 respondents consisted of 17 male (48.6%) and 18 female
(51.4%). In terms of participation by respondents in survcy, it was almost equal and

there is no significant difference among both genders.

Table No.15. Distribution of respondents by geographical locality (N=35)

Geographical area Male Female Total Y
Kathmandu 12 9 21 60
Lalitpur 2 3 5 14.35
Bhojpur 2 0 2 5.7
Bhaktapur 0 { 1 285
Gulmi 0 1 1 2.85
Jhapa 1 0 1 2.85
Lamjung 1 0 1 2.85
Sankhuwasabha 1 0 1 2.85
Siraha 1 0 1 2.85
Syangja | 0 1 2.85
Total 21 (60%) | 14 (40%) 35 100%

Table No.15 shows the geographical location of respondents. This analysis is intended
to determine the respondents’ participation/representation to this survey by
geographical region of country. Among the respondents, 21 (60%) were from
Kathmandu, 5 (14.35%) were from Lalitpur, 2 (5.7%) were from Bhojpur, 1 (2.85%)

from each district of Bhaktapur, Gulmi, Jhapa, Lamjung, Sankhuwasava, Siraha and
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Syangja. Male respondents constituted more by 20% than female respondents in terms
of representing from geographic arca.

Table No.16. Distribution of respondents by age range at admission to BLibSc course

| Age rangcl Male Female | Total | % |
2125 2 |1 3 | 86
26-30 i 4 6 10 28.68
335 0 3 3 6 | 171 |
36-40 6 4 10 28.6
41-45 2 3 5| 143
46-30 0 i 1 2.8
Total 17 18 35 :
% (48.6%) | (51.4%) | 100% | 100%

Table No. 16 shows the age range of respondents. This tabulation reveals that
respondents belonging to the age range of 26-30 and 36-40 have equal participation to
this survey accounting 10 (28.68%) persons, there were 6 (17.1%) respondents from
age range of 31-35, 5 (14.3%) from age range of 41-45, 3 (8.6%) from 21-25 age
group and 1 (2.8%) from 46-50 age group. This analysis shows that majonty of
res.pondcnts join the LIS course at mature age which is also proved by the fact that
very few respondents comprising 3 (8.6%) joined the course at age range of 21-25

which is appropriaté age for joining the post bachelor course for the selection of

profession.

Table No.17. Distribution of respondents by ethnic group:

Ethnic | Male | Female | Total | Percentage
Brahmin 4 4. 8 22.85
Chhetri 3 4 7 20
Limbu 1 0 1 2.85
Madhesi 1 0 1 2.85
Newar 7 10 17 48.6
Rai 1 0 1 2.85
Total 17 18 35 100%

Table No. 17 shows the cthnic group of respondents who participated in the survey.
Among the ethnic group, Newar group accounted 17 {48.6%) respondents, followed
by Brahmin 8 (22.85%), Chhetri 7 (20%) and the rest 1 (2.85%) by cach of Limbu,
Madhesi and Rai. The study shows that Newar cthnic group participated highest

among other ethnic groups.
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Table No. {8. Distribution of respondents by educational background:

E Educational Male | Female | Total %
background
R.A. 8 8 16 4571
B.A/B.Ed I 0 1 2.86
B.com 4 2 6 17.14
B.Ed. |0 i 1 2.86
B.L. |1 0 1 2.86
B.Sc. 2 4 6 i7.14
M.com 0 1 i 2.86
M.A. [ 1 | 2 5.71
Not mentioned 0 1 | 2.86
Total 17 18 33 104

Table No.18 is intended to demonstrate the educational background of respondents at

the time of BLibSc study. The table shows that majority of reépondcnts who joined

for LIS course were from Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) accounting 16 (45.7%), followed by

Bachelor of Commerce (B.Com) and Bachelor of Science (B.Sc) consisting of 6

(17.14%) equal number of respondents. Three respondents had as high as Masters

level degree, of which 2 (5.71%) were holder of Masters of Arts and | (2.86%)

Master of Commerce (2.86%). The other educational background represented by cach

1 {2.86%) respondent were from the B.A/B.Com, Bachelor in Law, Bachelor of

Education. Out of 35 respondents, 1 (2.86%) did not mention the educational

background.

Table No.19. Distribution of batchwise respondents of survey:

Batch | Year | Frequency | %
Ist Batch | 1995/96 8 22.86
2" Batch | 1996/97 5 14.29
3" Batch | 1997/98 4 11.43
4" Batch | 1998/99 4 11.43
5 Batch ‘| 1999/00 7 20.00
6™ Batch | 2000/01 5 14.29
7" Batch | 2001/02 2 5.71
Total 35 100%
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Tabte No. 19 shows the number of respondents that rcprescnléd the sample. Tabie
reveals that the majority of respondents 8 (22.86%) who responded 1o the survey was
from the 1* batch (1995/96) of BLibSc course, followed hy: 3™ patch (1999/00)
accounting 7 (20%) respondents. The 2™ and 6™ batch had equal number of
respondents accounting by 5 (14.29%) cach. Similarly, there were also equal
responses from each of 3 and 4‘-h batches of BLibSc respondents accounting 4
(11.43%). The two of rcsp_)ondcnts from the 7" batch also ‘responded to the

questionnaire. However, this batch does not require submitting project report in order

10 gain the degree.

Fig. No.2. Employment status of respondents (N=35)

34
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Employed before ’ Employed after

Fig.2. is intended to ascertain the employment status of respondents before and after
joining the BLibSc course. It reveals that out of 35 respondents, only 23 (65.7%}
respondents were employed. As many as 12 (34.3%) respondents were unemployed.
However, following attainment of BLibSc degree, all those respondents who were

unemployed prior to joining the course were able to obtain employment except by

one,

Table No.20. Distribution of respondents employed in the type bf organizations:

[ Type of organizations | N/o of respondents
Academic library
University 11

College 5
School 2 18
Diplomatic library 3




' Government library 3 !
{ Non-Govt library 9 ~—~i
i Not employed 1 :

Not mentioned 1 1
| Total 35 |

Table No.20 shows the type of libraries that respondents were employed after the
BLibSc degree. The table shows that majority of respondents 18 are employed in
academic librarics that consist of 11 respondents in university library, 5 in coliege
library and 2 in school library. Non-government librarics accounted 2™ in rank in
terms of respondents being employed in. Diplomatic libraﬁes and government
librarics are the two libraries where 6 respondents are employed by each three. Out of
35 respondents, one respondent did not mention the organization and another one

indicated not being employed.

Table No. 21. Distribution of respondents’ opinion on inclusion of project report in

the course:
Male ! Female | Total %o

Important 11 8 19 54.29
Necessary 5 9 14 40.00
Unnecessary 0 0. 0 0.00
Unknown 0 0 ] 0.00
Not mentioned 1 1 2 5.71
Total 17 1§ | 35 100%

Table No. 21 shows the opinions of respondents on inclusion of project report in the
BLibSc course. In seeking response on four variables, majority of respondents 19
{54.29%) opincd that the inclusion of project report in the course is “Important” and
whereas 14 (40%) cxpressed it “Necessary”. However, two of respondents (5.71%)

declined to mark on either of the variables.

Table No.22. Distribution of respondents on awareness about the need of writing

project report and memory on title (subject) of project report:

Do you remember | Do you remember | Non-requirement
need of writing | topic of project | No | of project report
Project report? report? response t writing

Gender |~ Yes NO Yes No |

Male 17 X 17 X X x | l L

| Female 17 X 16 X X i ]
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Table No.22 shows the awareness {memory) ol respondents about the need of writing

and title of project report. Almost all the respondents indicated that they are aware of

and still remember the topic of the project report that they wrote on. Out of 33

respondents, one female did not give the response on the question of “Do you

remember the topic of project report?” and two respondents (1 male, 1 female) who

belonged to 7" batch did not need to write project report.

Table No.23. Topicwise list of project report and subject coverage reporied by

respondents:
S. | Topics of project reports reported by female '
No. | respondents | Subject coverage |
I | ISBN in Nepal ISBN -
2 X X
Special  library;  Medical; l
3 A case study of maternity Hospital Library. Administration B
A case study of Central Library of Agricultural '
4 Research Council (NARC). Special library; Agricuiture
5 | User's study of the Supreme court hibrary. Special library
Periodical services to management faculty: A | Academic library; Periodical
] study of TUCL.. service
A case study of the Nepal Engineering College
7 (NEC) library. Special library; Engineering
8 Impact of library automation in modern library. | Automation
9 A case study of central campus library, IOM. Special library; Medicine
Survey of Mahendra Rama Campus lib with ref
10 | to teaching staff users service. Academic library; user service
11 | Biodeterioration of lib materials Preservation & conservation
Information  Networking for  sustainable :
mountain devt: a case study of ICIMOD's Info _
12 | Networking system. Special library; Networking
13 | N/A NA -
Nepal Medicat College students as library users:
14 | a study. Academic library; Medicine
. Special  library;  Reference
15 | Reference service/PR not found Service
STD/HIV/ALDS info,  education  and .
commuunication (IEC) materials dissemination | AIDS education; Public i
| 16 | through Clearing House (CH). information services |
A case study of overdue date problem in
circulation system of Padmakanya Campus | Academic library; Circulation
17 | library. system
DEVINSA (Development Isfo Network for
18

south Asia) and its usefulness in Nepal.

respondents

Topics of project reports reported by male

Lib service; Networking

Subject coverage

0}



A case study of Budhanitkantha school library.

Academic library; School

Needs of lib automation m the British Council,
Library and information services in Nepal.

(Mission): |
Auomation !

Public  library

A study on services of TUCL for degree level

| 1
121 | student (Zoology). Academic library; user service ',
i Academic library; collection 5|
122 1 User's study of Dissertation collection of TUCI. | (dissertation) |
123 | NoPR reqd. No PR reqd. ;
A study of Arunima Higher Secondary School ;
24 | Library Acad library; School
25 | User study on computerized databasc in TUCL, | Academic library; - automation
' 26 | A user study of Jagriti library, Syangja. Public library
| Reading interest of secondary stds of St. | Academic library; Reading
27 | Xavier's school library. interest/habit
Academic library; Reference |
28 | Reference services: study of TUCL. service 5
Study on holdings of periodicals and state of |
info service in hospital librarics based in{ Special library; periodical |
29 | Kathmandu SCIVICC o
Overdue fine charge with special reference to
Puichowk Campus Library/
A case study of Pulchowk campus library with _
special reference 1o overdue fine charge | Academic library; Circulation
30 | (Engineering College). system
31 | A case study of ICIMOD library/’R not found | Special lib-
Utility of project work in lib sctence education o :
32 | in Nepal. I.ibrary science education
Case study of Siraha Public Library / PR not
33 | found Public library
A case study of Nepal-Bharat Sanskritik Kendra '
34 | with special reference to user's view. Public library (Mission)
Evaluation of ref. service in Nepal Law Campus | Academic lib rary; Reference
35 | library. service

Table No.23 shows the list of topics of project reports including the subject covered.

Out of 35 respondents, 16 topics by female respondents and 16 topics from male

respondents were noted. Out of 18 female respondents, one female respondent

declined 10 mention the topic and anothcr one-did not require submitting the project

report. Among the male respondents, out of 17 respondents, one did not require to

submit the project report as he belonged to 7% batch of the course that project report

was not compulsory.



Table No. 24. Distribution of geographic coverage of project reports of respondents:

| Geographical area | Frequency | % |

i Kathmandu 21 L 60.00 !

| Lalitpur 4 143y

Siraha 1 2.86
Syangja RN 2.86

| N/A 6 P 17.14
No PR reqd i 2.86

i Not mentioned 1 2.86

Table No. 24 shows the number of project repoits that are based on geographical
coverage. Out of 35 project reports reported by the respondents, 21(60%) project
reports were prepared in the Kathmandu based libraries, 4 (11.43%) of reports had
Lalitpur as geographical areas of study. Siraha and Syangja were the two geographical
areas that had I (2.86%) project report prepared by each. Among the project reposts, 6
{17.14%) did not have any geographical areas. One respondent did not requirc

submitting the projcct report and another one respondent did not specify the

geographic area.

Table No.25. Scoring of respondents on conception of topic for broj ect report.

Conceived (generated) by myself | 20

With the help of colleagues 5

By course study 2

Through the suggestion of teacher | 9

In order to elicit the information as to how did the respondents conceive the topic for
project report, four options were offered. The option “Conceived (generated) by
themselves” received 20 score, followed by “Thfbugh the suggestion of teachers” got
9 score. In conceiving the topic, the option “With the help of colleagues™ got score 5

and the least score was on option “By course study” which attracted scorc 2.

Table No. 26. Opmions of respondents on the reason for choaosing the topic for project

report.

I was confident

Colleagues helped/guided

Relevant to my respective job

No one had written on that topic before
I wanted to find solution

If any other,

f—
=)

S [ [N Ch [
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Table No.26 shows the opinions expressed by the respondents on “Why did they
choose the respective topic for project report”” Fhe reason for ci‘mosing their topic as
stated by respondents on “I was confident” got score 16, followed by the reasons
“Relevant to my respective job™ and “No one had written on that topic before™ each
recewing equal score of 6. The reason “I wanted to find solutinﬁ""‘ got score 3 and the

rcason for choosing the topic on “Colleagues helped/guided™ got the least score 2.

Table No. 27. Respondents’ rating of suggestion/help/effort in preparation of project

report.
Consulting
I Guide | Colleagues | Relatives other theses
Adequate 13 10 5 4
Inadequate | 1 2 4 3
Helpful 14 10 5 10
Less helpful 1 0 3 3

Table No.27 shows the rating of suggestion/help received in preparation of project
reports. It reveals that majority of respondents rated the suggestion/help given by
guide was adequate (13) and helpiul (14) which implies that g:uide’s suggestion/help
_are much appreciated by respendents, followed by colleagues’ suggestion/ help each
scoring 10 for adequate and helpful. Besides the guide and colleagues’
suggestions/help, respondents rated the suggestion/help in preparation of project
report from their relatives and consulting other theses 5 and 4 scores respectively.
Among the respondents, two respondents rated the suggestion/help inadequate and
less helpful. In preparation of project reports, consulting other these was found helpful

by 10 respondents, 4 respendents found adequate.

Table No. 28. Genderwise responses of respondents on help in writing rescarch

article/report after attainment of BLibSc degree

Gender | No Yes | Noresponse - Total - .
Male 8 8 1 17
Female |3 10 5 18

1 (18 |6 135

Table No. 28 reveals that out of 35 respondents, 18 (male 8, female (6) admitted that

project report writing in BLibSc course helped them to write articles/reports. Thase
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who said “No” accounted 11 respondents (male 8, female 3). Six of 33 respondents

declined to respond on the question.

Table No. 29. Publications of respondents’ articles/reports/presentalions

N/o |
Gender respondents | Type and sources of publication

TULSSAA Journal

Master's theses
Presentation
Master’s theses
_Presentation
Magazines & Journals
2 (I-INMA, 1-KUMD)
Theses for Master level (2)+ 1 Article (unpublished)

Female 10

Male 8

NS 0 SO W b D

library Sourvenir
11. TULSSAA (3 articlcs)

3 articles in own institution's publication ic Souvenicr

0.1CIKM conference proceedings-GSDL, Mobile

Table No. 29 shows the number of write-up by the respondents who said that project
report writing helped them to write articles/reports/presentations afler attainment of
BLibSc degree. Among the female respondents, 6 out of 10 were able to write some
sort of publication. However, only one among them succeeded to write an article in
profeséionai journal “TULSSAA”™ and another onc wrote three write-ups in
“Souvenir” published by own parent organization. The rest three respendents found

help through project report in writing Masters theses and preparing presentation.

Out of 8 male respondents, 3 of them got their articles published in professional
Journals like “Journal of Nepal Medical Association”, Kathmandu University Medical
Journal”, and “TULSSAA”, whereas one respondent had two articles published in
conference proceedings and Souvenir of the parent organizati:()n. Another one male

respondent found help through project report in writing Master level thescs.

- -

Table No. 30 Distribution of respondents in pursuit of MLibSc course

Gender Yes { No | No response
Male 9 bt X
Female 7 9 2
Total 16 | 17 | 2




Table No. 30 shows the response of respondents on the question “Did you join for
MLibSc course after BL1bSc course?” This question is presented to the respondents to
seck their opinion on whether they pursued for the further course in LIS. The 1able
reveals that 16 respondents (male 9, female 7) undertook the MLibSc course. Two of
them had done MLIS distance course from India. Qut of 33,17 (male 8, female 9y did

not join for the MLibSc course. Two out of 35 respondents did not respond (o this

question.

Table No. 31. Respondents’ disclosure of reasons for not joining for MLibSc course.

Male | Female | Total |

Lack of time 5 6 11
No interest 2 X 2
Unattractive library job X 1 I
Lacking in attendance X 1 1
Waiting for right time 1 1
Not mentioned 1 1

Total 17

OF the reasons for not pursuing for further education in LIS, “lack of time” was the
reason disclosed by most respondents (male 5, female 6). Two of 17 respondents
showed “No interest” and one respondent expressed “Upattractive library job”.
Among other reasons expressed include “Lacking in attendance”, “Waiting for right

time™ by each of 2 respondents. One respondent declined to respond on this question.
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Chapter VI

6. SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

6.1. Summary:

With the objective of meeting the growing needs of professional manpower in the
Library and Information Services, TU commenced a onc vear post Bachelor course in
Library and Information Science in the year 1993, The course intends 10 produce
manpower with essential skills and training required to deliver services in effective

manner in organization and management of libraries and information centres in the

country.

A total of 174 students were admitted dufing the seven batches, of which 116 students

succeeded in gaining the professional degree in Bachelor of Library and Information

Sciences.

The course of study in Bachelor in Library and Information Sciences consisted of five
papers; of which Project Work carrying a credit mark of 23 is included under the

second Paper of the syllabus. As per the syllabus, submission of project rebort is

mandatory in order to gain the degree.

This study has connection with the requirement of syllabus and is therefore conducted
to assess the qualitative and quantitative measure of the project reports available
during collection. The specific objective of this study is to determing the total number
of project reports available fc;r review and analyze in terms of subject coverage, the
type of libraries focused, geographic coverage of study, cxploration of students by
gender, ethnic and educational background, guideship pattern and finally, recommend

the appropriate topics for future researches.

The analysis of study consists of:

i. TFotal number of students admitted during the seven batches that ran from
1995/96 to 2001/02, and determination of them by gender and ethnic
group.

67



il Total number of project reports that were available in the departinent
during collection, gender wisc and ethnic wise analysis of the writer of the
project report and subject coverage of the reports.

iik. Survey of the respondents.

6.2. Findings:

The major findings of the study are stated below:

L. The study found that a total of 174 students were admitted during the 7
batches of Bachelor in Library and Information course that ran from 1995/96
to 2001/02 in TU Library and Information department. By gender, the
numbers of male students admitted during the period were higher by nearly
20% than that of female students in overall, By cthnic group, students from
Brahmin ethnicity were highest constituting 66% of total admission. Limbu
and Tamang ethnic groups were lowest constituting 0.57% among the total
admitted students. Among the cthnic groups, male students dominated in

admission, however, contrarily in Newar cthnic group, female students were

higher than male countcrpart.

2. The study included 88 project reports for analysis that were available during
collection. Out of 88 project reports, 54 (61.4%) project reports were
submitted by male students, 34 (38.6%) reports were by female graduates. By
ethnic group, Brahmin ethnic group has largest number of reports submitted
accounting 35 (39.8%) (Male 22, female 13). The least number of project
reports submitted by ethnic group were from Limbu and Rai accounting 1

(1.1%) and 2 (2.2%) numbers of reports respectively.

3. By batchwise, largest numbers of project reports were found from 4™ batch
(1999/60) for analysis which constituted 21 numbers of project reports
followed by 18 numbers from 6™ batch, 14 from 5" batch. The least number of
project reports that were included in this study was from 2™ batch constituting
10 reports. The variation in number of project reports was due 1o the fact that

during the 4™ batch, two groups of BLibSc students were admitted.
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While analysing the pattern of guidcship, a highest number of project reports
(21) was guided/supervised by Nirmala Shrestha, followed by Rudra P. Dulal
who gave guideship supervision to the project report constitining 20 in
number. Uttam R. Shakya and Beena Baidya guided/supervised a least number
of project report (1) by each.

Analysing by geographic arca coverage, a total of 76 project reports was lound
that have geographic area base. Of which, highest number of project reports
(study) that accounted 52 had coverage of Kathmandu as geographical area.
Lalitpur and Pokhara had 3 equal number of project reports. Birgunj, Dharan,
Janakpur and Mechi each had 2 reports being produced totalling 10 by
covering as geographic areas. Bhairahawa, Bhojpur, Biratnagar, Dhankuta,
Makwanpur, Palpa, Rajbiraj and Syangja were the geographical areas that
were included in the 8 reports. Geographic areas of two of the project reports
included in the study could not be traced out. Out of 88 reports, 10 were not
applicable for analysis of geographical area coverage Ias the reports did not

have mention of geographical location where the study was donc.

It was found that among the study aréas focused, academic Iibrlary scored
highest constituting 49 projects reports, followed by special library which had
13 project reports prepared. Seven reports were on public library. The least
number of project reports covering school and national library included 4 and

| respectively.

The smdy found that majority of project reports were “Case study”
constituting 25 (28.41%) of total outpﬁl. followed by the topics on “Reference
service” and “Information service/system” constituting each by 6.82%.
“Library instruction” was the subject covered by five reports (5.68%).
Similarly, “Circulaticn system” was-the subject covered by four (4.55%)
reports. “Automation”, “Geography” and “User survey” each had three reports
(3.41%). There were seven subjects each with two reports (2.27%) that
constituted 14 reports in total output. Among other subjects that were covered
by each rebort (1.14%) included “Acquisition”, “Bibliographic instruction™

*

“Cataloguing”, “Curriculum”, “Dissertation”, “Environment”, “lHomc
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ministry”, “ISBN”, “Law", “Policc”, “Preservation & Conservation”™,

“Reading interest/habit”, “Orientation™ and “Water & eneray™.

Number of findings based on data (responses) obtained from the sample of

respondents,

8.

10.

11,

12.

It was found that out of 35 respondents, female participation (51.1%) was a

lintle higher than male (48.6%).

Analyzing by geographic location (permanent address) of respondents, highest
number of responscs (60%) were reccived from respondents residing in
Kathmandu, followed by 14.35% responses residing in Lalitpur. 5.7% of
responses werc from respondents whose location was in Bhojpur. The
remaining responses constituted 1 (2.85%) from cach district namely,

Bhaktapur, Gulmi, Jhapa, Lamjung, Sankhuwasava, and Syangja.

By analyzing age group, it was found that respondents of age range of 26-30
and 36-40 were higher constituting 10 (28.68%) persons from each age group,
followed by 6 (28.68%) respondents of age group of 31-35. Respondents of
age group of 21-25 atiending the BLibSc course less constituted by 3 (8.6%)

persons.

While analyzing the respondents by ethnic group, Newar cthnic group
represented highest in the survey constituting 17 (male 7, female 10) (48.6%)
respondents, followed by Brahmin 8 (22.85%), Chhetri 7 (20%) and the rest !
(2.85%) by each of Limbu, Madhesi and Rai. ’

It was found that respondents with educational background from Bachelor of
Arts (B.A.) were highest representing 16 (45.7%), followed by Bachelor of
Commerce (B.Com) and Bachelor of Scicnce (B.Sc) constituting 6 (17.14%)
by each. The survey was represented by 3 respondents having as high as
Masters level degree, of which 2 (5.71%) were holder of Masters of Arts and |
(2.86%) Master of Commcrce (2.86%).
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13.

4.

15.

16.

17.

It was found that respondents from the 1™ batch (100“;'96; of BLIbS¢ course
were highest representing 8 (22.86%). followed by 3™ batch (2000/01)
accounting 7 (20%) respondents. The 2* and 6" batch had equal number of
respondents accounting by 3 (14.29%) cach. Similarly, there were also equal
responses from each of 3* and 4% batches of BLibSe respondents accounting 4
(11.43%). The two of respondents from the 7 batch also responded to the

questionnaire. However, this batch does not require subinitting project report

in order to gain the degree.

While analyzing the pre and post employment status of respondents out of 35
respondents, only 23 (65.7%) respondents were cmployed. 12 (34.3%)
respondents were unemployed. However, following attainment of BLibSc
degree, all those respondents who were unemployed prior to joining the course

were able to obtain employment except by one.

It was found that out of 35 respondents, 18 are employed in academic libraries
that consist of 11 respondents in university library, 5 in college library and 2
in school library. Ninc respondents were employed in non-government
libraries, three respondents in each of diplomatic libraries and government
libraries. Onc out of 35 respondents indicated not being employed. One

respondent did not answer on this question,

While seeking opinion on inclusion of project report in BLibSc course, the
study found that out of 35, 19 (54.29%) respondents opined on “Important”

and 14 (40%) respondents indicated “Necessary”. Two of the respondents

found to be mdlffcrent on this question.

When asking about whether “Do they remember the need of writing a project
report?” and also “remember the topic of project report”, the study found that
almost all the respondents affirmed that they still remember the need of
writing the project report and also remember the topic of project report they
wrote on, despite the course being taken more than a decade ago. Among the

respondent, only one declined to respond on this question and another one did

not require writtng the report.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

While analyzing the topics responded in the survey, it was found that 13 lopics
dealt with academic library, 9 dealt with special library, 4 reports dealt with
public library, each of the topics namely, public information service, ISBN.
Networking, LIS education and preservation & conservation were covered by
five reports, two of the reports were not mentioned by the respondents and

among the respondents, two did not need writing the report.

The study found that a highest number of project reports constituting 21 (60%)
had geographical coverage of Kathmandu area; four project reports (11.43%)

had Lalitpur geographical area coverage.

[n seeking response on the question “How did they conceive (generate) the
topic for project report™, study found that a highest number of respondents
(20) conceived the topic for project report by themselves. Nine of them got the
topic for project report through the suggestion of teacher. The least number of

respondents (2) stated by course study they could generate the topic.

In order to elicit the reason for choosing the respective topic for project report,
it was found that the statement “I was confident” as a reason was the response
given by 16 respondents. On each of statements “Relevant to my respective
.job“ and “No one had written on that topic before” were given by 6
respondents. The reason “I wanted to find solution™ was the response by 5 and
the reason for choosing the topic on “Colleagues hclpedfguidcd” was the

response given by the least number of respondents (2).

The study found that guide/supervisor’s suggestion/help was rated highest
(adequate and helpful) by respondents in preparation/completion of project
reports. Colleagues’ suggestions/help was rated as a second source for

completing the project reports.- Consulting other theses was also indicated
helpful.

On the survey question “Did the project report writing help them to write

research article/report after attainment of BLibSc degree™, the study found

that those who stated “Yes” constituted 18 respondents (male 8, female 10)
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24,

25.

26.

and thosc who stated “No™ constituted 11 (male 8, female 3). Six respondents

declined o respond on this question.

Among the female respondents, 6 of them reported that they were able to gain
the skill that helped them to write some sort of writings. One of female.
respondents was able to write article for TULSSA journal, the other
respondents had some articles published in their own institute’s publications.
Among male respondents, 3 of them got published the articles in professional

Journals like INMA, KUMJ and TULSSAA.

The last question asked in the survey was meant to draw opinion about

whether “Did they pursue for Masters Course in LIS after BLibSc degree?”

‘The study found that little less that 50% of total respondents pursued for

Masters Course, whereas majority of 17 respondents did not join and two (2)

declmed to respond.

Among those who did not join for Mas{er Course in LIS were asked to
mention the reasons. “Lack of time” was shown by larger number of
respondents (male 5, female 6). Two of the 17 respondents statéd “No
inierest", one stated the “unattractive library job” and onc another showed

interest in joining but “waiting for right time”



6.3. Conclusions:

On the basis of the {indings, the following conclusions are drawn:

1.

By gender, male students constituted higher in number in the admission for
BLibSc course. By ethnicity, it is noted that Brahmiﬁ (66%) was highest,
whereas Limbu (0.57) and Tamang (0.57%) constituted lowest in admission 1o
the BLibSc course. Although ethnic wise number of students admitted is
varying, however representation by Brahmin, Chhetri, Newar, Madhesi, Rai,

Limbu and Tamang to the LIS course is inclusive.,

The study includes a total of 88 project reports. Male $tudents {61.4%) have
higher number of reports submitted. By ethnic group, Brahmin ethnic group

has largest number of reports (39.8%) submitted. The least number of project

reports were from Limbu (1.1%) and Rai (2.2%).

Among the project reports available by batchwise, largest number of project

- reports {21) were found from 4 batch (1.998;’99) and the least number of

project reports (10) were from 2™ batch. The variation in number of project
reports was due to the fact that the 4™ batch had two groups of BLibSc

students, onc in morning shift and another in day shift. -

By guideship pattern of project reports, Nirmala Shrestha guided/supervised a
highest number of project reports (21), and a least number of project report
(1) was by Uttam R. Shakya and Beena Baidya, The wide difference between

guide and number of project reports could be due to employment status of

teachers.

Out of §8 reports, 76 project reports had geographic area coverage. Of which,
52 reports are based on Kathmandu, which shows that majority of project
reports’ study area is Kathmandu. Among other reponts having geographica!
coverage include Lalitpur(3) Pokhara (3), Birgunj (2), Dharan (2), Janakpur
(2) Mechi (2), Bhairahawa (1), Bhojpur (1), Biratnagar (1), Dhankuta (1),
Makwanpur (1), Palpa (1), Rajbiraj (1) and Syangja (1). It indicates that 76
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project reports covered 15 geographical districts which constitute 20% of total

districts of the country.

By type of libraries focused, academic library has a highest number of project
reports (49), followed by speciaf library (13) and public library (7). The least

number of project reports were on school (4) and national library (1).

Majority of project reports lacked specilic topics and expressive titles. However, few

reports contained topics relevant to library services/system

Number of conclusions derived from the sample of respondents.

8.

10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

It was found that out of 35 respondents, female participation (51.1%) was a
litle higher than male (48.6%). Survey response consisted of almost equal

participation from the both genders.

In survey sample, geographical areas covered by respondents included nine

districts

BLibSc course is joined less by students of age range of 21-25, compared to

students of age range of 26-30 and 36-40.
The survey has highest participation/response from the Newar ethnic group.

The BLibSc course is attraction for students from various disciplines e.g.
B.A., B.Com.B.Sc., B.Ed. B.L.

The highest numbers of respondents to the survey were from the 1% batch of

BLibSc course.
Attaining BLibSc degree ensured the employment opportunity.

Among the respondents, majority of respondents were employed in academic

library (18), followed by nine in non-government libraries.

. Majority of respondents were in support of inclusion of project report in the

BLibSc¢ course.



18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23,

24.

25.

26.

. The respondents were found 10 be mindtul of the project report.

Project reports dealing with academic fibrary (13) were higher than special

library (9} and public library ().

Majority of reports reported by respondents were from Kathmandu and

Lalitpur areas.

Majority of topics for project reports were conceived (gencraied) by
respondents themselves. Only nine of 35 respondents gdt the topics from the

guide/supervisor. Just a couple of respondents” topic were based on course

study

The reasons shown by respondents for choosing their topics were intended for

finding solution.

Majority of respondents rated the suggestionthelp of guide/supervisor
adequate and helpful. Colleagues’ suggestions/help was rated as a second

source for completing the project reports. Consulting other theses was also

indicated helpful.

It is found that project report writing has helped to develop writing skill

among majority of respondents.

Professional journals like INMA, KUMJ and TULSSAA have published

articles from BLibSc graduates.

Nearly 50% of respondents ﬁursucd for Masters Coursé in LIS which proves
that further education is sought by BLibSc students for career/professional

development.

“Lack of time”, “No interest”, and “unattractive library job™ were the reasons

for not joining the Masters course in LIS.
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6.4. Recommendations:

Based on the conclusions, the following recommendations are made:

1. Majority of project reports lacked a specific and expressive title. Students
should be made aware about the need of selecting a proper title/topic/problem
so that rescarch could bring out a logical and practical result. In this regard,

superviston and guidance during the research process is crucial.

2. Many of the project reports were descriptive type rather than explorative.
Mcrely describing the existing situation of particuar library cannot serve the
research purposc. Hence, project report should concentrate 1o answer the
questions on “what”, “how”, “why” to get the desired findings and solutions to

the problem. So, researcher should carefully follow the ré,search process.

3. New knowledge is created (generated) through rescarch. Innovation in library
service is possible only from research work. In order to cultivate the rescarch
habit of students, they should be instructed, supcrvised and guided from the

very beginning of selecting topic to the completion of theses.

4. Modern library services have been influenced by the use of electronic/ digita)
technelogy. So the future research in library should focus on the use of

information technology (IT) and impact of its usage in library service.

5. Since the library is service orientcd imstitution. It is therefore desirable to
focus on measuring the effectiveness of its service by conducting the research
like user survey, user satisfaction, information seeking behavior of users, cost
effectivencss of resources and scrvices, information storage and retrieval, and
students should be 'éﬁcouraged to undertake research by using quantitative

mcthods like bibliometric, informetrics, citation analysis ctc.

6. The importance of skilled manpower in library scrvice is gradually being
realized in government and non-government service sector. In order to meet
the growing need of LIS professionals, there is need of establishing more LIS
institutes to producé more skilled manpower. Therefore, it can be

recommended that the establishment of more LIS colleges in different part of
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the country is desirable/necessary so that many students from different

educational background can be enrolied.

Sur\;ey suggested that those who were unemployed prior to attainment of
BLibSc degree, succecded to achieve the employment soon after the
graduation. It shows that LIS graduatcs have enormous employment
opportunity in the labour market. In keeping view of this result, if more LIS
graduates are produced, they are sure to get emp!oyéd Hence, it can be

recommended that the existing quota of not admitting more than 22 candidates
should be abolished.

It is highly recommended that this type of thesis in similar manner should be
carried out by the future researcher so that collection of theses by topic,

subject coverage can be known which can serve as a database.

¥ o ¥ ok vk ok ok ok sk ok ok sk koo ok ok ke ko ok o
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Appendix -1

Balchwise name list of students admitted to Dept. of Library Science during 7 batches

Name list of 1° Batch students

5.No. | S1.No Name of Student Gender Year
1 1 Acharya {Pandey), Ranju ' I 11995/96 (052/53)
2 2 Adhikari, Gecta F | 1995/96 (052/53)
3 3 Adhikari, Pashupati M 11995/96 (052/53) |
4 4 Bajracharya, Dibyatara F o 11995/96 (052/33)
5 5 Basyal, Dhurba Psd M | 1995/96 (052/53)
6 6 Chaudhary, Suresh Psd M 1 1995/96 (052/53)
7 7 Khanal, Ananta Raj M | 1995/96 (052/53)
8 8 Manandhar, Prativa I© 1 1995/96 (032/53)
9 9 Paudyal, Loknath M | 1995/96 (052/53)
10 10 Pokharel, Sabitri F 1 1995/96 (052/53)
11 11 Rajbanshi, Anju F 1 1995/96 (052/53)
12 12 Rana, Gyanu Devi F | 1995/96 (052/53)
13 13 Rayamajhi, Nabin M [ 1995/96 (032/53)
14 14 Sainju, Anju F 1 1995/96 (052/53)
15 15 Sharma, Sabitri Devi F | 1995/96 ((052/53)
16 16 Shrestha, Anita F {1995/96 (052/53)
17 17 Shrestha, Raju M | 1995/96 (052/53)
18 18 Shrestha, Satya Narayan M | 1995/96 (052/53)
19 19 Thapa, Prakash Kumar M | 1995/96 (052/33)
20 20 Thapa, Ram Saran M | 1995/96 (052/53)
21 21 Yadav, Dinesh M | 1995/96 (052/33)
22 22 Yadav, Suresh Kumar M | 1995/96 (052/53)
Name list of 2nd Batch students
23 1 Acharya, Rajendra Psd M 11996/97 (053/54)
24 2 Bajrachary, Radhika Matya F | 1996/97 (G33/34)
25 3 Bajracharya, Shanti Prava F 1 1996/97 (053/54)
26 4 Chhetri, Dil Bdr M 11996/97 (053/54)
27 5 Dhital, Nanda Kumari F [ 1996/97 (033/54)
28 6 Guragain, Madhav Psd M 1 1996/97 (053/54)
29 7 Karmacharya, Dipta F | 1996/97 (053/54)
3 8 KC, Mohan Singh M | 1996/97 (053/54)
31 9 Kusiyat, Shivaji M 1 1996/97 (053/54)
32 10 Manandhar, Rajesh M | 1996/97 (053/54)
33 11 Ojha, Niranjan M | 1996/97 (053/54)
34 12 Pathak, Yashodha IF | 1996/97 (053/34)
35 13 Poudel, Durga Bdr M | 1996/97 (053/54)
36 14 Poudel, Hari Psd M

1996/97 (053/54)
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37 15 Poudel, Rishikesh M 1199697 (033/34) !
38 16 Shakya, Anil Man M | 1996/97 (053/54) |
39 i7 Shakya, Macha Bhai M | 1996/97 (033/54) |
40 18 Shakya, Raju M | 1996/97 (053/54)
41 19 Sharma, Sandhya F_|1996/97 (033/34)
42 20 Shrestha, Anita 1 1996/97 (053/34)
43 21 Subedi, Kshyama F 11996197 (033:54) |
44 22 Thapa, Punyabati F 1 1996/97 (033/34)
Name list of 3rd Batch students
45 ] Adhikari, Bharati F 11997/98 (054/55)
46 2 Adhikari, Sushma F | 1997/98 (054/55)
47 3 Bhandari, Jhabindra Psd M | 1997/98 (054/55)
48 4 Chaudhary, Ananda Psd M | 1997/98 (054/55)
49 5 Dhakal, Huma F | 1997/98 (054/55)
50 6 Dhungana, Nutan F 1 1997/98 (054/55)
51 7 Karki, Gita F 11997/98 (034/55)
52 8 Karmacharya, Janaki I° [ 1997/98 (054/55)
53 9 Khayargoli, Rajani F | 1997/98 (054/55)
54 10 Niraula, Ambika Psd M [1997/98 (054/55)
55 11 Niraula, Yadhab Chandra M | 1997/98 (054/55)
56 12 Pandey, Bhawani Dutta M [1997/98 (054/55)
57 13 Pathik, Mukunda Raj M | 1997/98 (054/55)
58 14 Paudel, Pramila F {1997/98 (054/55)
59 15 Paudel, Sharada I ]1997/98 (054/55)
60 16 Pokharel, Pratima F [ 1997/98 (054/55)
61 17 Pradhan, Rashmila EF [ 1997/98 (054/55)
62 18 Risal, Sudha F | 1997/98 (034/55)
63 19 Shrestha, Babita F {1997/98 (054/55)
64 20 Shrestha, Bhoj Kumar M {1997/98 (054/55)
65 21 Shrestha, Chandra kiran F | 1997/98 (054/55)
66 22 Upadhyay, Lunashrec F | 1997/98 (054/55)
Name list of 4™ Batch students
67 1 Acharya, Tara F_11998/99 (055/56)
68 2 Airi, Chet Bdr M [1998/99 (055/56)
69 3 Amatya (Shrestha), Tara F | 1998/99 (055/56)
70 4 Baral (Paudetl), Sunita F | 1998/99 (055/56)
71 5 Byanjankar, Surendra M | 1998/99 (055/56)
72 6 - Dhungel, Binod Psd - M | 1998/99 (055/56)
73 7 Gupta, Geeta F | 1998/99 (055/56)
74 & Jha, Dipendra Kumar M 1 1998/99 (055/56)
75 9 Karmacharya, Sanjiv M | 1998/99 (055/56)
76 10 KC, Kumar Bdr M | 1998/99 (055/56)
77 11 | khadka, Shanta ¥ 11998/99 (055/56)
78 12 Khatiwada, Bishnu M | 1998/99 (055/56)
79 13 Mishra, Rajesh Kumar M | 1998/99 (055/56)
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80 14 Pradhan, Geeta Devi ; F 1199899 (033756) |
81 5 Rai, Arun Kumar _; M | 1998/99 (035/56) |
82 16 Rajbhandari, Sunil ; M | 1998799 (055/56)
83 17 Shrestha (Sharma), Nirmala Devi | F 1 1998/99 (035/56)
84 18 Shrestha, Sanju P 11998799 (035/36)
85 19 Singh (Khanal), Leela F 11998/99 (0551’36) B
86 20 Thapa, Rajesh M 1 1998799 (055/36)
87 21 Yadav, Binod Kumar M | 1998199 (035/56)
88 22 Bajracharya, Kamala Devi I 1 1998/99 (055/56)
89 3 Adhikart, Mahendra M 1 1998/99 (055/56)
90 24 Baidya, Niraj Kumar M | 1998/99 (055/56)
91 25 Basi, Rabindra Lal M | 1998/99 (055/56)
92 26 Bhattarai, Bijay Laxmi E 1 1998/99 (055/56)
3 27 Chhetri, Surya Bdr M 1 1998/99 (055/56)
94 28 Gautam, Shiva Shankar M t 1998/99 (055/56)
95 29 Ghimire, Bimala F 11998/99 (055/56)
96 30 Gupta, Ram Bachan M 1 1998/99 (055/56)
97 31 Pahari, Bala Ram M | 1998/99 (055/56)
98 32 Shakya, Mcena F 1 1998/99 (035/36)
99 33 Sharma, Laxmi F_11998/99 (055/56) |
160 34 Sharma, Shanti F ] 1998/99 (055/56)
101 35 Shrestha, Bishnu Kumar M | 1998/99 (055/56)
102 36 Shrestha, Ganga Devi F | 1998/99 (055/56)
103 37 Shrestha, Ram Bdr M { 1998/99 {(055/56)
104 - 38 Shrestha, Ratna Kumari F ] 1998/99 (055/56)
105 39 Shrestha, Shyam Krishna M | 1998/99 (055/56)
106 40 Subedi, Suresh M | 1998/99 (055/56)
107 41 Timsina, Hari Psd M [ 1998/99 (055/56)
108 42 Sharma, Dhurba Psd M | 1998/99 (035/56)
Namec list of 53 Batch students
109 1 Acharya, Nareshwor M [ 1999/00 (056/57}
110 2 Bhagat, Gokul Psd M | 1999/00 (056/57}
11 3 Bhattarai, Pradeep M 1 1999/00 (056/57)
112 4 Chauhan, i.al Bdr M | 1999/00 (056/57)
113 5 Gautam, Chumban F 11999/00 (056/37)
114 6 Ghimire, Kamal Psd M | 1999/00 (056/57)
115 7 Ghimire, Uttam Raj M [ 1999/00 (056/57)
116 8 - Joshy, Shanti I 1999°00 (036/37)
117 9 Kandel, Hemant Raj M 1 1999/00 (056/57)
118 10 Malla, Nila F_11999/00 (056/57)
119 11 Mishra, Bhoj Raj M | 1999/00 (056/57)
120 12 Pangeni, Yuba Raj M 1 1999/00 (056/57)
121 13  Poudel, Indra Bilash M 1 1999/00 (036/37)
122 14 Purbe, Jagdish Kumar M 1199900 (056/57)
123 15 Shakya, Nirana F 11999/00 (056/37) |
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124 16 Singh, Amresh Man M 1 1999/00 (056/57)
125 17 Singh, Phul Kumar M | 1999700 (056/57)
126 18 Singh, Sujit Kumar M | 1999/00 (056/57) |
127 i9 Subedi, Anjana F o1 1999/00 (036/57) |
128 20 Subedi, Sagar Raj M 11999/00056/57) |
129 21 Thapa, Ajay Kumar M | 1999/00 (036/57) |
130 | 22 Thapa, Gokul Kumar M 199900 (056/57)

Name list of 6" Batch students
131 i Aryal, Bishnu Psd IRE M | 200,01 (2057/58)
132 2 Aryal, Jagadishchandra M 1 200,01 (2037/38)
133 3 Basnet, Aradhana F 1200/01 (2057/58)
134 4 Bhattarai, Bhishma Psd M 1 200/01 (2057/58)
133 5 Bista, Lalit Psd M § 200/01 (2057/58)
136 6 Dahal, Govinda Psd M | 20001 (2057/58)
137 7 Dhami, Manchar Singh M | 20001 (2057/58)
158 8 Gin, Secma E | 200/01 (2057/58)
139 9 Jha, Alka F [200/01 (2057/58)
140 10 Jha, Pramod Kumar M | 200/01 (2057/58)
141 11 Jha, Ratishchandra M {200/01 (2057/58)
142 12 Karki, Suraj Kumar M | 200/01 (2057/58)
143 13 KC, Sabita F [ 200/01 (2057/58)
144 14 Mazharjan, Rabindra M | 200/01 (2057/58)
145 15 Mahato, Pravin Kumar M | 200/01 (2057/58)
146 16 Nath, Hari Bhakta - M 1200/01 (2057/58) -
147 17 Sah, Narendra Kumar M | 200/01 (2057/58)
148 18 shrestha, Meena F [ 200/01 (2057/58)
149 19 Subba, Dipendra M | 200/01 (2057/58)
150 20 Thapa, Ambar Bdr M | 200/01 (2057/58)
151 21 Upadhyay Babu Ram M | 200/01 (2057/58)
152 22 Wagle, Saroj Nidhi M | 200/01 (2057/58)
Name list of 7" Batch students

153 1 Acharya, Binod M | 2001/02 (2058/59)
154 2 Air, Kamal Singh M 1 2001/02 (2058/59)
155 3 Baitha, Ganesh M | 2001702 (2058/59)
156 4 Dahal (Acharya), Indira F | 2001/02 (2058/59)
157 S Giri, Kamal Kumar M | 2001/02 (2058/59)
158 6 Jha, Anil Kumar M | 2001/02 (2058/59)
159 7 Karki, Pramila I 1200102 (2058/59)
160 8 Khayargoli, Roshani F 12001/02 (2038/59)
161 9 Kunwar, Parshuram M | 2001/02 (2058/59)
162 10 Mahato, Suresh M 12001/02 (2058/59)
163 11 Maharjan, Dil Bdr M 12001/02 (2058/59) -
164 12 Mahato, Dhananjaya M| 2001702 (2058/39)
165 13 Neupane, Durga Psd M [ 2001702 (2058/59)
166 14 Pandey, Geeta F |1 2001/02 (2058/59)
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167 15 | Paudet, Neeta T E 12001/02 (2058/39) |
168 16 1 Pradhan, Prem Kumar M | 2001/02 (2038/59) l
169 17 Rai, Chatur Bhakta L M 1 2001/02 (2058/39) |
170 18 Rana, Yashoda ~F 2001702 (2058'59) |
171 19 Shakya, Sharmila F 1 2001/02 (2058.59) |
172 2 Sharma, Bimala I | 2001/02 (2058/59)

173 21 Shrestha, Shreekrishna M | 2001/02 (2058/59)

174 22 Tamang, Necla F 12001/02 (2058/59) |
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APPENDIX -2

Batchwise list of project reports included in the study

List of 1” batch BLibSc¢ Students

: - g
Hesearcher Gender I \fear Title of Project Reporis Keyword(s) Calt No, | Guide
Joined ; _
N e N - v - N ) N " ] 2 ] ' -
Acharya (!‘andty}, F 1995/96 Balmikee Campus Library: A Case Academic library. ?‘7 Bufal. Ruc
Ranju Study -} ACH
1. Public
Adhikari . libraries; 0255587
s 5/9 ser's Survey of Kai o | lal.
Pashupati Nath M 199396 User's Survey of Kaiser Library 2 Kaiser Jibrary - | Ad424 | Dulal. Ruc
dissertation. i
. A Case Stud erdue D : _
Bajracharya, o A Case Study of Overdus Date Library 025.607 Kurki
: F 1993/96 Problem in Circulation System of . )
DibyaTara . circulation, Blo&¢c Madhust
Padmakanya Campus Library
. it i Aut ion i Shakva L
Saral, Sabitri E 1995496 Impact of Library ' utomation in NIA. /A Shakya
Modem Library . Ratn:
Kh’ L l . ¥, F
anal .:knan 2 M 199596 Project Work on Study of Physics Physics. N/A Bl_]d"d
Raj : Krishaa
Manandhar, Bhand:
. ’ 993/56 St f Geography A N/
) Prativa F 1993/ Study 0 Braply A A Krishna
Mahendra Morang Adarsha Multiple | 1. Academic 037.7 Shrestl
Pokharel, Sabii F 1995/96 Campus Library Birainagar: A Case | library; ) M
. I*756m Nirma
Study. 2. Project works.
. . N . 1. Book -
Biological Deterioration of Library reservation 0758 Shrestl
- L . reservation: . Shres
Rajbanshi, Anju F 199596 | Materials (?Biodeterioration of Lip | F'o o vation: "
. 2. Conservation Ri3b Nirma
Materials) o .
of lib materials. -
i. Lib admin; 2.
. -, A Case Swdy ol Maternity Hospilal | Hospital. 025.1 Kark!
Rana, G 93
ana, Ciyanu Devi F 199396 Library gynecology and Ri5s Madbrusy
; - obstetrics. )
1. School
' librarics; 2.
. . . A Case Study of Budhanilkanth: N 27.80954
} | Rayamajhi, Navin M 1995/96 ¢ Y 'u anilkantha Budhanilkaniha 027.8095496 Dahal. L
School Library . R2lic
school library -
- Dissertation.
L. Info service -
ASTINFO
. . . ASTINFO Document Delivery (Regional 025.5 Shrestl
S: - 9
ainju. Anju F 1995196 I Service of RECAST: User's Study Network forthe | Sa2la Nirmg
txchange of info)
_ Lib info Network. !
A Case Swdy of Pulchowk Campus
, Shresthy, Satya M 199596 Library With Special Reference to Libraries, college | 027.7095496 Kark
' Narayan : ' Overdue Fine Charge (Engincering | and university. SHR Madhus
College) -
List of 2"’ batch BLibSc Students
.. Bajr_at.hary'fl, F 1996,97 PLrlnfilcal Services to Management N/A. 027.706 ‘Sl'l_u L
Radhika Maiva Faculty: A Smdy of TUCL B268p. Nirmz
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! ;I]rl)]'ﬂlfﬂ i{)ﬂ ,\fciworking fOI’ [ Libraric-‘; B --___-___I“"_.;é "__—“__.
Bajracharva, F 1996/97 Sustainable Mountain Development; Special: - 026531432 Karkt.
Shanii Prabha A Case Study of ICIMOD's PP 8168t ;. Madhusue
] . o 2. [Information. :
Informauon Networking System ;
1. Police o
User and Their Information Needs: A | libraries; 0763612 .
Chhetri, 1Di] Bdr M 1996/97 Study Of Nationsl Police Academic | 2. National Police C 12'(') - ' Dulal, Rud
Library Acadcmic ;
Library. f
information Needs for Vegetable | :
. . . Growers: With Reference to 1. Info services; (123 06635 .
KC. Mohan Singh | M 19657 | Landikhals VOC of Makawanpir | 2. Vesetables, K527 | Dulal. Rud
District
- . Library Acquisilion: A Case Study of | 1. Libraries - 0232
Pathak. Yashoda F 199657 | B aieahawa Multiple Campus (Bii(:} acquisition. | pa331 Pathak, B
Geographic [nformation System L. Geographic { 05,0601 -
Paude!, Hari P. M 1996/97 (GGIS)and I's Application Activities | information i‘;8.g Dulal, Ruc
m Nepal. system - Nepal.
1. Campus
Paudel, Rishikesh M 1996/97 A Case Study of Ncipal Commerce l(ljzr::j ;i?cpa} 027.709545%6 Bl_mnda
Campus Library ] ) P281c Krishna
Campus library -
Dissertations. !
_ | A Study on Services OF TUCL for_ | 1 VWV - 1
> Irary; 2. TUCL | 025,

dky; Anidiah Ml 99‘0’?9"?"”]

Degree Level Student (Zoology)} Project warks

:')2':"??“’! Patfiak, 1 (1

I ] _ I Y Fpeningoo, i || _
“Study on loldings of Medical hlzriarzs-l 5
Shakya, Macha Journals and $State of Medical periodica’s, & 027.662/S13s Bhand;
. M 1996/97 . . . . Hospital librarics- .
Bhai information Services in Hospital- i formati 1997 Krishna
Based Libraries in Kathmandu ToTmATon
SETVICES-
periodicals. I
Needs of Lib Automation in the 1. Libraries - - .
. .. o . 0254 Shrest
Shalkya, Raiu M 1996/97 British Council, Library and dutomation; 2. SHA Nirms
Information Services in Nepal Automation. ‘
List of 3rd batch BLibSc Students
1.Lib
dari e . . 5
thfn ari, M 1997/98 A Case bludy'ocht?mal Lihrary of administration 2. 025.1 Dahat, 1
Jhabindra P. Bir [ospitat e B267c
llospital librarics.
t. Dissertation -
Chaudhary, M 1997/08 User Orientation Programme at acadernic; 2. 023.56 Dula
Anand P. TUCL: A Case Study Library 3934 Rudra
instruction. .
- 1. College library '
AC : i -cases ; 722 k
Dhakal, !luma F 1997/98 Case Study on Dh.(mkuta Multiple (?abe 51u_dy, 2. $327.7072 Kar
Campus Library Digsertation - DHA Madhus
library sciences.
A Casc Study of Central Campus Medical library - | 26.610722
g fut; r i 19 Pathak. 1
Dhungana, Nutan 997798 Library, 10M. case study. 11339¢ ama
Information Need Assessment: A k. Library
Karmact ’ 275 Shres!
Armacharyd, F 1997/98 | Case Study of WECS-Documentation | sciences: 2. Case ¢ oo . res
Janaki : ; Ki46i Nirm
Cenltre study. i
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Wiranla, Ambika

1 L Dhissertation.

A Swdy On Cataloguing System oi

U25.32

! : ' Pathak. B3
¥ ; Y Aeademic: 2. ]
P, Mo 199798 TUCL - Acudemic N639s 1 P
I Catatoguing. ;
Niraula, Yadav A 1997/98 Ltility of Project Work In Lib ¢ 1 Research - 620.72 : Shresth,
Chandra i Science Yducation In Nepal iibrary science NG3%u ! Nirmal
L.Lib instruction: t
Pandev, Bhawani M 1967/93 User’s Case Study of Shree Siddharth | 2.Siddharth 42335 Bhanda:
Due : ' Multiple Carnpus Library Multiple Campus | P192u irishna
Lib
1. Library
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Appendix - 4
Dear Colleagues/[riends (of BLibSc course).
May f requesi for your kind favor in cornpleting the following questionnaire!

| am currently in process of preparing theses for completion of Masters in Library and
Information Science course from TU LIS department. The title of my theses is “An Analysiv of
Project reports of Bachelor level students of Library and Informnation Science (BLibS¢): an
appraisal with special reference to relevance of topic selection”. | need to compile data from
user survey for analysis of study.

I would be grateful if vou could spare some time and answer by filling up the following
questionnaire. 1 assure you that your answers will be used for the purpose of this iheses
preparation only. Your opinions will not be disclosed for the. interest of any other and
confidentiality will be maintained.

1 would appreciate the return of this questionnaire (via email) or by hand:

Thanking you for your cooperation in this matter,

Yours truly,

Macha B. Shakya
M. Lib. Sc.

............................... Gender:.. M.

2. Address:
| u P21 7o) o) I A

043 5 10) 21 oy
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3. Agce range at the time of B.Lib.Sc. course done: Please tick ( ') in appropriate box.

21-25yrs { 26-30yrs
36-40yrs \ 41-45yr1s

3
4

|
-
!

4, Ethnic Group:
Please tick ( ¥ ) in appropriate group.

Brahman Rai _j
Chhetni Madhesl
Newar Tharu

Gurung I{ other, please mention
Limbu '

5. Background cducation prior o joining B.Lib.S¢ course:
Please tick { ¥ }in appropriate degrec.
B.S¢ | B.A. B.Com -| BEd |B.L. |Ifother, please mention

6. B.Lib.Sc. Batch: Year of Batch: : )
e.g 1% 2—_‘“1__ g 1997,98... (Optional)

7. Werc you employed in hibrary service prior to joining the B.Lib.Sc. course?

Yesl INo‘ l

8. Were you able to gain employment on graduating the BLibSc degree?

Yes [ I No l |

9.If yes, what type of organization/institution you were cmployed in?
Please tick { V) in appropriate box.

Government | Non-Govt Academic

: Industrial/Special | Diplomatic/Mission
Unuv | College | School '
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10. Do you remember that you need to write a project report in BLibSc course?

Yes | I No l“*_qi

1. What was your opinion about inclusion of project report in the Bl.ibSc coursc?

Please tick ( ¥ ) in appropriate box

e e Y arataintel m Vi
LA LALLL INLLLDodr Y

12. Do you remember the title (topic) of your project report you wrote on?

Yes |_| No (-—I

14. What was the arca of your topic selection?
Please tick ( ¥ ) whichever is/are applicable

Library type ' Lib Lib Ref Lib Plz, specily b

Acad

Public National | Special [ IT 1 admin service | service | resources { il your subject
excluded in th

15. Which geographical area of library/subject was included in your study?
Please mention the district it is located.

L |

16. How did you conceive the topic for project report?

Please tick ( V) whichever is/are applicable

Conceived(generated) by myscif

With the help of colleagues

|
F
L
I
i

By course study

Through the suggestion of teacher
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17. Why did you choose the above topic”? Because.. ..

! T was confident that I could write on it

Colleagucs helped/guided

Relevant to my respective job

No one had written on that topic before

I wanted 1o find solution to problem that myself & my institution faced '

if any other, please mention below:

..............................................

R, )

18. How do you rate the suggestion/help/effort in preparation of your project report?

Please rate

Adcquate

Inadequate

Helpful

Less helpful

Guide

Colleagues

Relatives

Consulting
other thesis

19. Did the project report writing help you to write any research article/report after

Yes D No [j

20. If ycs, how many article(s) have you written & where was it published? Please list the

attainment of B.Lib.Sc. degree?

titles & source.

21. After BLibSe degree, did you join for M.Lib.Sc course too?

-----------------------------------

Yes | No | _J

if not, what are the reasons for not joining? Please tick ( V ) whichever is/are applicable

Lack of
time

Financial
problem

No
interest

Unattractive
Library job

If any, please
mention below

1

—

‘Thank vou for your time.
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Bio-Data

Name : Macha Bhai Shakya

Gender : Male

Nationahity : Nepali

Religion : Buddhist

Date of Birth : 2018/11/05

Place of Birth : Kirtipur Municipality, W#3, Kathmandu
Contact : Ph. No. 4336516 (Res), Cell: 9841553717

ACADEMIC QUALIFICATION

Degree I_H.Sti__t'_t_l_tﬁ ' © Year pagsed
B.Lib.S¢  University Campus, Kirtipur | 1997
B.A. Private, T.U. | 1992
LA Saraswasti Multiple Campus o 1982
S.L.C. Kirtipur Secondary School ' 1978
TRAININGS
f. Training of Trainers Workshop on Information Management for HELLIS

Librarians held on 26 Feb — 2 Mar 2007 conducted by WHO & HELLIS, Nepal
National Mceting to Strengthen Collaboration & Networking among all Health
Libraries in Nepal conducted by Nepal Health Research Council (NHRC) held on
9" Feb. 2004 |

Training Programme in Documentation/Library Management Systems using
CDS/ISIS, from 24-38 April 1999 conducted by United Mission to Nepal (UMN)
Training Programme in Documentation/l.ibrary Management System using
CDS/ISIS from 3 to 22 Dec. 1995, conducted by CDS/SIS Socicty - Nepal
(CISN). | |

Workshop f{or Library Staff on Application of Compuier in Library and
Information Work for Strengthening Institutional Capacity in P.G. Training and
Institutional Capacity from 12-16 Sept. 1994, conducted by IOM, HHEMC

LELES 2L EEEEEE S AL L L L)
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